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PREFACE 


Here are three hundred and fifty exercises for children 
of ten and eleven. Every type of child has been 
considered—boy and girl, town child and country 
child, the slow and the bright, the mechanically- 
minded and the bookish, the matter-of-fact and the 
imaginative. The experienced teacher will find he is 
free to add the personal touch to his blackboard ex¬ 
planations and the beginner will find guidance. 

The aims of this book are :— 

(r) To provide a wide variety of exercises, so that 
oral work will not be neglected. 

(2) To give children a chance. Instructions are 
simple and clear. If there is any doubt, an example 
of what is wanted is given, and often a warning about 
the usual mistakes that are made. Thus children can 
concentrate on answering the question instead of 
wondering what it is all about. 

( 3 ) To enable children to feel they are making pro¬ 
gress, that last week's work is not finished with, but 
is the starting-point of this week’s. 

(4) To get the best out of children by use of suitable 
topics, stimulating material and rousing interest in 
the duller branches by means of a fresh and interesting 
way of attack. The actual work of children of ten and 
eleven has been included. 


(5) To give children a thorough training and to lay 
a sound foundation. After working out the exercises 
on the Sentence and its parts, the child has the under¬ 
standing needed for further study of his own language 

or progress in studjdng another. 8 6 

(6) lo enable children to punctuate with intelligence 
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and to lead them to understand the principles behind 
the uses of the different stops. 

(7) To enable children to get rid once and for all of 
common errors. 

(8) To train children not to be content with the first 
way of expressing an idea that enters their heads. 

(9) To develop the vocabulary and to lead children 
to grasp the meanings of prefixes and suffixes. 

(10) To encourage children to use their eyes and ears 
and to make full use of the growing store of experience 
and knowledge, 

(11) To train children to think as they read, so that 
they know what is in a passage that has been read. 

(12) To make children intelligent members of a 
difficult world. Exercises are given on the duties of 
an individual to the rest of the community. They are 
asked to do necessary things—to answer advertise¬ 
ments, to send a telephone message, to fill up a form 
(and to think why the form is needed), and to show 
they know the part of the cyclist or pedestrian in 
obtaining good manners on the road. 

If these are your aims, this is your book. __ T _ 


Ecclesfield, July 1935 * 



USING THE DICTIONARY 


Take out your dictionaries but do not open them. 
Read these sentences and then answer the questions 
below : 

(а) A troop of Spaniards was convoying provisions 

(б) Five hundred horsemen tried to intercept this 
force, (c) Sidney met a friend who had omitted to 
put on leg-armour. ( d) He rashly disdained the 
advantage of better equipment and quixotically 
lightened his own protective garb, (e) They found 
themselves between two fires, (f) Reinforcements 
force them to retreat, (g) Sidney foolhardily thrust 
his way through the enemy’s ranks. 

1 . Convoying (a) will not appear as a new item in 
your dictionary, but will be at the end of the informa¬ 
tion given about another word. What word should you 
look for ? 

2 . Suggest what you think convoying means. 
(Imagine there was a blank instead of the word, and 
think of something that would fill the blank and make 
sense.) 

3 . Turn up convoy. You will find the word appears 
twice. Decide which of the entries is the one you 
want. Then check your answer to question 2 . 

4 . If any of these abbreviations are used—v., n.— 
suggest what the full form is. Find where the explana¬ 
tions of abbreviations are printed. 

5 . Suggest a meaning for intercept (6), check your 
answer, and see if the dictionary tells you the meaning 

i 
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of each part ( inter and cept), and the language from 
which the word was borrowed. 

6 . Say under what words you would expect to find 
information about omitted, (c), disdained {d), fool¬ 
hardily ( g ). Check your answers. 

7 . Is it reasonable to expect force ( b) to be ex¬ 
plained in the same section as force (/) ? Turn up 
force in the dictionary and count the number of 
meanings given to force in any one section. Say 
why it is not sensible to jump to the conclusion that the 
meaning you want is the first one printed. 

8. You should have noticed by now that sometimes 
there are two entries for one word, because one refers 
to the name of something, the other to an action. If 
you look up lighten (d) you will find that there are 
two entries, both for actions. Suggest why. 

9 . What does the dictionary tell you of the origin of 
quixotically (d) and which syllable to stress ? 

10 . Under what word should you seek an explana¬ 
tion of between two fires (e) ? 

11 . What have you discovered about {a) how the 
dictionary tries to tell you the pronunciation of a word ; 
(6) how to spell words formed from a word ? 



SPELLING 

1. Give the form ending in -mg of the following 

verbs : 

Eat, set, lap, picnic, hope, sing, singe, levy, agree, 
woo, lose, dye, fly, hoe, rival. 

2. Form adverbs (-ly) from : 

Gradual, true, full, dutiful, high, dry, mere, safe, 
separate, cruel, idle, usual, immediate. 

3. Form the adjective ending in -ful from : 

Beauty, law, awe, plenty, mercy, hate, pity. 

4. Turn these adjectives in -ful into adverbs. 

5. Add -eous or -ious and spell the resulting word : 
Plenty, courage, luxury, malice, injure, duty, 
grace, melody. 

6 . Which should you add : -ant or -ent ? 

Indign-, confid-, depend-, independ-, leni-, compet-, 
convalesc-, incess-, oppon-, curr-. 

7. Which should you add : -er or -or ? 

Err-, sail-, tall-, auth-, wait-, doct-, govern-, 
sorcer-, may-, emper-, edit-, jewell-, bachel-, 
debt-, astronom-. 

8 . Insert ei or ie where there is a dash (—) : 

Rec—ve, bel—ve, misch—f, s—ze, c—ling, re- 
1 —ve, dec—ve, rec—pt, 1—sure, —ther, —ght, 
h—ght, h—r, th—r, w—r, for—gn, f—ry, n—ce, 
pr—st, n—ther, p—ce, w—Id, y—Id, dec—t. 

9. Spell (i) the past tense, (ii) the past participle (c.g. 
He broke : it was broken) : 

Swim, study, fly, teach, take, bring, throw, sing, 

3 
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fancy, top, mob, bite, speak, swell, think, dream, 
drown, swing, break, sell, grind, buy, drink, seek, 
find, ring, shoot, lose, weave, grow, owe, mow. 

10. Which should you add : -tion or -sion ? 

Atten-, ambi-, deci-, confu-, preten-, suspen-. 

11. Which should you add : -city or -sity ? 

Electri-, curio-, neces-, velo-, scar-, univer-. 

12. Which should you add : -et or ette? 

Cutl-, p am phi-, leaf!-, minu-, omel-, silhou-. 

13. Which should you add : -cal or -cle ? 

lei-, pinna-, mus-, mysti-, specta-, theatri-, bibli-, 
obsta-, comi-, barna-, bicy-, mono-, recepta-, 
identi-, arti-. 

14. (i) Which should you add : -ance, -ence, or -ense ? 
Audi-, nons-, nuis-, def-, inc-, off-, penit-, 
exp-, disp>-, venge-, recomp-, eleg-, neglig-, brilli-, 
exist-, susp-, int-, coincid-, vigil-. 

(ii) Show that two forms can be added to the stem 
“lie-" and explain the difference in use. 

15. Which should you add : -ary, -ery, or -ory ? 
Orat-, arch-, honor-, custom-, libr-, sal-, milit-, 
mill in-, territ-, temper-, cemet-. 

16. Give the plural of : 

Halo, echo, cargo, hero, piano, potato, canto, 
negro, desperado, solo, knife, roof, self, half, loaf, 
wolf, leaf, life, scarf, staff, chief, calf, turf, gas, 
grass, ox, mouse, tooth, foot, boot, story, storey, 
monkey, donkey, money, penny, fly, key. 

17. What other way or ^ys do you know of spelling 
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the same sound as in these words ? Explain the 
differences in meaning : 

Assent, groan, done, faint, birth, yew, cue, cord, 
marshal, root, tear, compliment, profit, time, too, 
vain, pair, sight, alter, air, seed, draft, boy, choir, 
right, serial, symbol, stationary, him, our. 

18. Point out the silent letters and learn the spelling : 
Psalm, often, receipt, pneumonia, pneumatic, 
eight, fasten, daughter, mistletoe, autumn, 
diaphragm, salmon, aisle, victuals, knowledge, 
gnaw, debt, doubt, tomb, asthma, catarrh, fuchsia 
heir, phlegm, yacht, thyme, honest. 



WHAT IS A SENTENCE ? 


1. These groups of words were once sentences, out 
certain words were removed. (They are printed 
below.) Insert the words below in the right place, and 
say why it is that when they are left out the rest of the 
words do not make a sentence : 

(а) Great tractors rumbling along the narrow lane. 

(б) A sewing machine, new from the shop, and one 
of the latest designs. 

(c) To be able to own an aeroplane. 

(d) Stopping suddenly in the middle of the road. 

(e) Sensational speed in great air race. 

I long ; before me was ; was shown ; the man 

narrowly escaped death ; I heard. 


2. Add words to make the following into sentences : 

(a) A table and two chairs, several pictures and a 
faded carpet. 

(b) A large sum, much more than I could afford. 

(c) Having been warned that the bridge was 

unsafe. , lL 

(d) When he read the letter and exammed the 

signature. 

(e) If you look carefully where he was last seen. 

(/) To the boats, before it is too late. 

(g) Being no nearer to a solution than we were 

a week earlier. , . 

(h) Forgotten, after all he had done for his 

(t) On his fingers, on his handkerchief, and on his 
boots. 
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3. Rearrange the words of each group to form a 
sentence : 

{a) Finding frightened to hounds had close been 
he him so by the. 

(b ) With no dawn breeze come with fresh had. 

(c) Into since went blizzard out him not he the 
have we seen and. 

(d) All new emperor’s praise the courtiers clothes. 

(e) But I meant had determined to from to you 
it I that you are see have it hide. 

4. Make a sentence about each of the following topics: 

My birthday, the white-haired man, a storm, a 
broken bottle, the day I would like, yesterday, 
a fine portrait, the wireless set the neighbours own, 
a creaking old cart, eating ice-cream, to write a 
letter, two flickering candies, lifting the stone, a 
ship inside a bottle, a specimen of needlework, a 
box of fireworks, shopping, to miss the last bus. 
three old tramps with weathered faces, most 
people, some visitors, no one, everyone present, 
four o’clock, bedtime, his walking-stick, many of 
the idlers, all boys, many tall chimneys, a clap of 
thunder. 


5. Make two sentences in which you say something 

about the following : s 

November 5, an A.A. scout, King’s Cross, apples, 
bulldogs Henry Hall, the King, Droitwich, Noah, 
Blackpool, Buckingham Palace. 

6 . Two sentences have here been written as one 
Say where the first one ends : 

(«) On my way to school this morning I saw a 
broken-down motor car, my father says it was not 
there at supper-time last night. 
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(b) He patted the old horse, his father, too, had 

always been fond of horses. 

(c) One day of their holidays they spent in 
Sherwood Forest, Robin Hood used to live there 
with his merry men but that was long ago. 

(d) My new football boots made other boys 
envious, last season I had been uncomfortable in 
my old ones. 

(e) He stayed where he was, what was the use 
of leaving the shelter that nature provided ? 


7. Are there two sentences or one in these groups ? 

( а ) Before him he saw what dazzled his eyes. 

The diamond. 

( б ) It was quite early when the accident oc¬ 
curred. Certainly before seven o’clock. 

(c) You have a most responsible task. Go. 

(d) Would the highwayman be waiting ? Near 

the thicket ? . , . A 

(e) With his remaining strength he plunged up 

the steps. It was too late. 


8 . There are several kinds of sentences. What 
punctuation marks are used in the following sentences 

to show which kinds they are ? • j . 

Statement— His voice echoed down the comd . 

I wish he would come. I order you to go He 
exclaimed in a loud voice. They asked what th 

Question —Could his voice be clearly heard ? 

Command —Listen to his voice. 

Wish— May his voice give pleasure to all. 
Exclamation-How his voice surprised me I 
What a long way his voice carries . 

9. Say what kind of a sentence each is, and add any 
necessary P-^^r if you^wrU find the right answer 
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<) 

( b ) Can you tell me if I am on the right road 

(c) The Ommand made the troops start with 
surprise 

(d) How time flies 

(e) How is your brother keeping 

(f) God save the King 

{g) What is there for dinner today 
(A) What thrills the aviators must have had 
(t) If I come, will you bring your camera 
{f) In spite of all he said, stick to your guns 
(£) Was the statement accepted by the com¬ 
mittee 

(/) He expressed a wish that we should say 
nothing 

10. Sometimes a sentence seems to be a statement, 
but the last few words change it completely. Put the 
words that are printed first at the end of the sentence, 
and then say what kind of a sentence the whole is : 

Won’t you You will come to our party 

Eli So you thought you could do it 

by yourself 

Don't you think The ice is rather thin 

11. As a rule it is a mistake to try to combine a 
command and a question in one sentence. Rewrite 
these sentences so that the question makes a separate 
sentence : 

(а) Go but first of all won't you say goodbye 

(б) Don’t give up heart for don’t you think you 
will succeed in the end 

(c) Take it with you if you like or wouldn't it 
be better to have the parcel sent on 

12. Orders are not always used when you are wanted 
to do something, as you can see from these examples : 

Order : Keep Off The Grass. 

Statement: You Must Keep Off The Grass. 
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Say which of the following are commands or orders: 

This Side Up With Care. 

Please Deposit Your Used Tickets Here. 
Smoking Is Forbidden. 

Post No Bills. 

13. Say where the notices in Exercise 12 are to be 
found and why they are necessary. 

14. What notices are to be seen in the following 
places ? Say of each whether it is a command or not : 

A moving staircase, the bottom deck of a double- 
decker bus, the platform of a bus, a booking-office, 
a railway carriage, a petrol station, a zoo. 

15. Make up an advertisement for a bicycle or a 
wireless set or a new soap or a new kind of toffee. Each 
advertisement must include a statement, a question 
and a command. 

16. Rewrite the following with full punctuation : 

Come said the policeman that wont do where 
did you leave your suitcase be as exact as you can 
I left my suitcase I answered beside the indicator 
on number seven platform that was a queer place 
to leave it wasnt it he went on I didnt know my 
way about I replied and I thought thought it 
would be safe eh he interrupted my lad take a tip 
from me never leave anything about if you cant 
keep your eye on it how do you think baggage 
thieves would earn a living if there werent people 
who left their belongings about you must come with 
me now and Ill see what I can do can you get it 
back I asked Ill do my best he answered. 

17. Break up into sentences and punctuate : 

Dandy would sleep for an hour and then he would 

walk as far as the neighbouring thoroughfare and 




WHAT IS A SENTENCE ? 


IT 


there he would blunder against people and wag his 
tail and then come back and he had six or eight 
or more outings each day and owing to doors and 
gates being closed and to his lazy disposition he 
had much trouble in getting out and in but first he 
would sit down in the hall and bark and at last 
someone would come to open the door for him and 
ther he would slowly waddle down the garden path 
and if he found the gate closed he would again sit 
down and start barking and the bark bark would 
go on until someone came to let him out but if after 
he had barked twenty or thirty times and no one 
came he would deliberately open the gate himself 
and this he could do perfectly well and let himself 
out and in twenty minutes he would be back and 
would bark again and if no one paid any attention 
he would let himself in. 

18 Break up into shorter sentences : 

A joiner was appointed to mend some things 
that were out of order in the device of a Masque, 
which the king meant to have repeated on Shrove¬ 
tide, who, having kindled a false hearth to heat his 
glue-pot, the force thereof pierced soon, it seems, 
the single brick, and in the short time that he 
absented himself upon some occasion, fastened upon 
the basis, which was of dry board underneath, 
which suddenly conceiving flame, gave fire into 
the device of the Masque, all of oiled paper and 
dried fir, and so in a moment dispersed itself among 
the rest of that combustible material, that it was 

past any man’s approach almost before it was 
discovered. 
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1. Why is it difficult to read this passage ? 

As we were on a large heath some people would 
call it a common swallows could be seen in great 
numbers one could not count them indeed on the 
stunted shrubs and bushes they clustered as if 
they had roosted there all night it had been misty 
but as it cleared they took to wing. 


2. This passage has no punctuation marks but gaps 
to show a pause is to be made. Why is this not 

sufficient ? 

That that is is that that is not is not is not 
that it. 


3 Explain how this story proves that punctuation 
does more than make sentences and passages easy to 

Mrs. Brown went to London to shop and dis¬ 
covered a magnificent fur coat in a bargain sale. 
She sent a telegram to her husband asking u sue 
should buy it. He replied by telegram— 

NO PRICE TOO HIGH. 


4. In Midsummer Night's Dream Peter Quince speaks 
the following prologue. Say what effect it would have 
on the hearers. Then read the passage aloud as it 

should have been read : 


If we offend, it is with our good will. 

That you should think, we come not to offend. 
But with good will. To show our simple skill. 
That is the true beginning of our end. 

Consider then we come but in despite. 

We do not come as minding to content you. 
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Our true intent is. All for your delight. 

We are not here. That here you should repent you. 
The actors are at hand ; and, by their show, 

You shall know all that you are like to know. 

5. A gap here indicates that some mark of punctua¬ 
tion is needed, a full stop if the words make complete 
sense (a sentence), or a comma if the word represent 
only a part of a sentence. Say which of the two should 
be used : 

At length he started but fortune 

frowned on him more fiercely than before 
the weather was unkind he had to put in 

off Cork at length he weighed anchor for 

South America but on the voyage fell ill of 

a fever arrived off the river Orinoco 

he was successful in an attack on the new 
Spanish settlement St Thom6 careless 

of the promises made by the government 
he rudely despoiled it and set fire to it 

yet the doubtful triumph cost him the 
death of a companion whom he could ill 

spare his son Walter thenceforward 

absolute failure dogged his steps. 

6 . Rewrite with full punctuation—full stops to mark 
the end of sentences, commas to mark the end of parts 
of the sentence, and capital letters to begin sentences : 

It was then resolved that Mrs. Lane should visit 
this cousm who was known to be loyal and that 
she should ride behind the King who was fitted with 
boots and clothes for such a service and that a 
servant of her fathers should wait upon her 0 a good 
house was easily pitched upon for the first night’s 
lodging where Wilmot had notice to meet in this 
equipage the king began his journey the colonel 
keeping him company at a distance with a hawk 
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upon his fist and two or three spaniels which were 
there any fields at hand warranted him to ride 
out of the way keeping his company still in his eye 
yet not seeming to be of it in this manner they came 
to their first night’s lodging. 

7. A full stop is used to show an abbreviation, i.e. a 
shortened form (“ i.e. ” itself is an abbreviation for 
“ id est,” the Latin for “ that is "). Write out the 
usual abbreviation of the following : 

Advertisement, arithmetic, hundredweight, manu¬ 
script, mathematics, superintendent. 

8 . Give the full forms of : 

Lieut.. A.D., a.m., A.V., D.G., D.O.R.A., Ed., 
E.N.E., c.o.d., f.o.r., «., L.S.D., gym., etc., 
N.S.P.C.C., N.T., P.S., N.B., R.S.V.P., S.O.S., 
Hants., P.T.O., U.S.S.R. 

9. Give the full forms of : 

D. G. Bradman, c. sub., b. Verity. 

W. Woodfull (capt.), l.b.w., b. Bowes. 

Arsenal v. Chelsea. 

10. What do these abbreviations tell of the person 
after whose name they are placed ? 

V.C., O.C., B.A., O.M., Bt„ C.C.. J.P., D.D., 
Hon. Sec., M.C., M.b'.H. 

H . How many things can each ol these letters 
stand for when used in abbreviations ? 

m c p d 1 n s 

12. As you walk about you will see these abbrevia¬ 
tions. Where would you expect to find them, and what 
do they stand for ? 

A.A., G.P.O., L.M.S., C.W.S.. G.R., E.R.. V.R. 
Y.M.C.A. 
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13. Insert commas to mark off items of a list : 

(a) From his bag the old man produced papers 
clocks boxes of matches knives pipes mouthorgans 
and mirrors. 

(b) In my favourite menu I should include bread 
and butter ham and eggs mustard and cress and 
steak and kidney pie. 

(c) On seeing the policeman he stooped dropped 
the box straightened himself blew his nose and 
walked off. 

(d) You must enter the room punctually quietlv 
and carefully. 

( e ) He was an ugly dirty smelly disreputable 
shifty old beggar. 

if) He you and I all of us are invited. 

14. At what points must commas be inserted to 
prevent confusion or a wrong idea being given ? 

(a) As he shot the farmer cheered. 

(b) When my pal dropped in the soup was ready 

(c) If you jump on my feet must be moved. 

(d) Until they moved the garden was always 

noisy. J 

(e) Should you wish to speak no objection will 
be made. 


15. Find a word m each sentence that can be left 
out, and rewrite the sentence with correct punctuation- 
one comma before the word and one after if the word 
is not the first or last word in the sentence: 


J?P kins however thought differently 
(o) I his problem indeed is difficult. 

(c) You then are the culprit. 


16. Suggest how to punctuate when 
niptrng word is at the end of a sentence 


such an inter- 
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(a) Rabbits afe in season too. 

(b) However nothing has been done. 

(c) A big mistake you make indeed. 

(d) Besides have you any chance of escape ? 

17. Find groups of words that can be left out and 
punctuate according to the ideas gained by working 
Exercises 15 and 16 : 

(a) To be candid your work is useless. 

(b) A London team I think will win the Cup. 

(c) You acted rightly to be sure. 

(d) Jimson of course resented the use of his 

name. 

(e) That man did it without doubt. 

18. Find groups of words that include a word ending 
in -ing (as “ Resenting this ” in “ The stranger, resent¬ 
ing this, knocked him down), and punctuate as you 
would for interrupting groups of words : 

(а) Knowing the truth he smiled as the other 
spoke. 

(б) I declined to answer fearing to give away 
vital information. 

(c) Moody grumbling all the time moved away. 

(d) He passed the oral examination easily 

satisfying the examiners in every way. 

(e) Being warned they held their tongues. 

19 Find groups of words that include a word ending 
in -ed or -en (as " Thrill^ by the news " and "wntt*» 
neatly by some clerk " in “ The mayor, thrilled by the 
newsf handed over the report, written neatly by some 
clerk, to the Chief Constable"). Suggest how the 

groups should be punctuated : 

(a) The jugs broken beyond repair lay on the 

(&) I noticed the prisoner cowed into submission 
meekly asking for water. 
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(c) There the old dog remained forgotten by all. 

\d) Another child pleased beyond measure sang 
lustily. 

{e) Everyone was cheering the victor admired 
for his kindness to his foe. 

20. Sometimes after a noun you find a phrase which 
seems to be another way of referring to the same thing— 
it is called a phrase in apposition ( e.g . " The capital of 
France ” is in apposition to “ Paris ” in “ We stayed 
several days in Paris, the capital of France "). Find 
the phrases in apposition in these sentences and then 
punctuate the sentences : 

(a) Milk my favourite drink is recommended by 
doctors. 

(b) Everyone was sorry for King Bevis the victim 
of the plot. 

(c) The preacher said hard things about your 
hobby collecting birds’ eggs. 

((/) On receiving his reward a free passage to 
America he thanked him heartily. 

{t) It is no wonder that the real cause a rat 
gnawing matches was not thought of. 

21. In these sentences there should be no stop at all 
where a comma has been wrongly given. Explain why : 

(а) His best book, is also the longest. 

(б) A small boy on the boundary, caught the ball. 

(c) The chief mystery is, the time of the explosion. 

(d) Everyone believes, that he could not have 
done it. 

(e) The girl, who brought the letter, is the one 
I want to see. 

22. Use these groups of words to begin sentences, 
and give the correct punctuation : 
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(а) Before he walked on, while he was running 
away, if the chain slips off, unless you book through, 
although he ran across. 

( б ) Listening intently, knowing the rumour to 
be false, hoping he would be there in time, bristling 
with rage. [Take care that the first thing you 
mention after the given phrase is the doer of the 
action referred to in the first word of the phrase.] 

23. Use these groups of words in the middle of sen¬ 
tences as interruptions of the main idea, with correct 
punctuation : 

So they say, needless to add, as you know, to tell 
the truth, strange to say. 

24. Use these groups of words of Exercise 22 (fe) (but 
not at the beginning of the sentence) with correct 
punctuation : 

Wrong —He was listening intently. 

Right —The spy, listening intently, could just 
catch the password that was spoken. 

25. Use these groups of words as phrases in apposi¬ 
tion : 

The pride of our city, the famous admiral, a well- 
known writer, the finest city in Scotland, mashed 
potatoes, our daily paper, the cause of his night¬ 
mare, the most amusing cinema actor, mv favourite 
month, an old-fashioned method of showing the 

time. 

26. Examine these sentences and say why capital 

letters are used : 

(a) W. H. Jones and Co., Ltd., 

North Street, 

Louth, 

Lincolnshire. 
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(6) The ship was due on Saturday, April 21st. 

(c) The Queen Mary was successfully launched 
last year. 

(d) In their flight to Australia the aeroplanes 
crossed Europe and Asia but the most dangerous 
part was the Timor Sea. 

(e) Some people called him the Uncrowned 
King of Arabia but he preferred to be known as 
Aircraftsman Shaw. 

(/) Where are the offices of the Royal Automo¬ 
bile Club ? 

(g) Jim never forgot the day Captain Bill came 
to his father’s inn, “ The Admiral Benbow.” 

(h) Douglas Fairbanks took the part of the hero 
in the film made from Defoe’s book, Robinson 
Crusoe. 

(0 Everyone knows the tune of The National 
Anthem just as everyone knows the story of “ The 
Pied Piper of Hamelm.” 

(/) There are few stars finer than the Pole Star. 

(£) I can recommend Tarka the Otter as a novel 
of open-air life. 

(Z) The B.B.C. have made everyone familiar 
with the sound of Big Ben. 

27. In each sentence one word appears twice_once 

with a capital letter, once without. Explain why this 
is correct : 

(а) On the march the soldiers found heln in 
“ The Hero’s March.” 

(б) Few men attended the Men's Meeting. 

(c) The old lady from Jersey knitted a jersey. 

{d) I don’t see what connection Bam Dance has 
with bam. 

28. Use each word twice, once with a capital letter 

and say why a capital letter is or is not necessary : * 
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China, president, psalm, comet, hawk, robin, 
terrace, north, home, king. 

29. Rewrite with capital letters where they are 
needed : 

(а) Actually captain henry morgan, the young 
Welshman, once sold as a slave in barbadoes, is the 
first renowned british buccaneer. 

(б) That year easter Sunday was the first Sunday 
in april. 

(c) The Spaniard placed the Chinese lantern to 
the left of the french window so that the king 
Charles spaniel should not knock it over. 

30. The Apostrophe (’) is used to indicate that one or 
more letters have been left out. What letters have been 
omitted from the following ? 

(а) Ma’am, 'e couldn’t 'elp it. 

(б) At e'en the ship sailed o'er the lake. 

(c) ’Tis fine to be at home, I’m sure. 

31. Point out where the apostrophe is needed, and 
what letters have been omitted : 

Dont, Id like to come, Id been before, bosn, 
focsle, theyre ready, weve seen it, its too late, 
whereer you walk, theres no hope, one oclock, 
comin thro the rye. 

32. The apostrophe is used to indicate possession 
(e.g. man’s boot). Some people think it a rule that if 
the word showing the owner or possessor is plural, 
then the apostrophe always follows the “ s ” (as in 
“ boys’ school ”). How do these examples prove this 
“ rule ” to be misleading ? What other plural words 

do not end in “ s ” ? 

(а) The Children's Concert was a success. 

(б) The oxen’s load was too much for them. 

(c) We carefully watched the mice s leader. 

(d) The farmer examined all the sheep's backs. 
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33. Turn each group into an “ of-phrase ” ( e.g . man’s 
boot = boot of the man). The last letter of the " of- 
phrase ” is the one after which the apostrophe must 
come. Then use the group in a sentence, and insert 
the apostrophe correctly : 

Womens social, boys playgrounds, dogs masters, 
psalms meaning, Sundays dinner 

34. Turn into the form that needs the apostrophe 
and use in sentences : 

The house of Mr. Jones, a speech of the Prince of 
Wales, the weight of all the fish, the value of the 
teeth, the champion of the geese. 

35. Explain why the apostrophe is needed in these 
phrases, although there seems to be no possession or 
ownership implied : 

A month’s stay, two months’ pay, a day’s journey, 
a night’s work, two weeks’ earnings, a moment’s 
thought, an hour’s delay. 

30. Turn into the form that needs the apostrophe 
and use in sentences : 

A thorough search lasting one year, the task of 
a lifetime, the end of the journey, the success of a 
season, hesitation for a minute. 

37. Insert the apostrophe where needed : 

(a) They are as multi-coloured as a painters 
palette. 

(b) Every child in the town seems to be making 
for home with its finger in a fishs mouth or in two 
fishes mouths, or in three fishes mouths. 

(c) The first fair of importance I ever attended 
according to my diaries, was that of St. Giless. 

{d) The desperadoes threats were printed on the 
papers front pages at the consuls request. 

(<J) The mens decisions were made known through 
the towns extent before the suns decline. 
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(/) The musician asked me if I preferred “ The 
Bosuns Lament ” to Howells " Pucks Minuet.” 

38. Examine the following and suggest simple rules 
for writing dates : 

(а) I am writing this on Oct. 19, 1934. 

(б) On Sunday, October 20, 1934, I shall be by 
the sea. 

(c) 22 April, 1616, is a day of importance to 
people at Stratford-on-Avon. 

(d) On Jan. 1, 1901, we began the twentieth 

century. 

39. Read out these sentences without the words 

inside the two dashes-. Is what you read out 

sense ? 

(a) Mr.—er—Chairman, I—er—am glad—er— 
to be here. 

(b) Come and speak to Smith—our finest foot¬ 
baller—before you go. 

(c) He called to see us—I have forgotten when— 
but did not stay long. 

(d\ When he examined the bag, everything was 
there—ties, collars, handkerchiefs, studs—so he 
looked pleased. 

40. Say why the dash is used in these sentences : 

(а) [From a diary] Saw-in town : promised 

not to tell anyone he was there. 

(б) The naked every day he clad—when he put 

on his clothes. 

(c) “I must really tell you all about- 

(d) ” That’s quite enough. Your tongue is 
running away—I wish I could run away. 

41. Examine these sentences and suggest why the 

hyphen is used : lt _, ^ _ .. 

(a) Constantinople has 5 syllables—Con-stan-ti- 

no-ple. 
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(b) Father-in-law has been abusing me for mis¬ 
using my half-holiday. 

(c) He danced a Fox-trot to the tune of “ Bitter¬ 
sweet.” 

(d) The carving-knife had been used for carving 
wood. 


42. Inverted Commas (” ”) are used round titles of 
things. What are the things inside the inverted commas 
in these sentences ? 

(а) We enjoyed the performance of ” The Mer¬ 
chant of Venice.” 

( б ) Are you travelling by ” The Royal Scot ” or 
by “ The Flying Scotsman ” ? 

(c) How he must have hated what thev called 
him—” Soapy Sam ” ! 

( d) Drake’s ” Golden Hind ” was as famous in 
its day as ” The Cutty Sark ” was in a later one 

(«) The detective listened to the gossip hi ” The 
King’s Arms.” 

(/) Scott s " Lochinvar ” goes with a swing. 

(g) I prefer ” Treasure Island ” to “ Gulliver’s 
Travels.” 


Bray y ° U kn ° W th ® W ° rdS ° f “ The Vicar of 

(0 Many who saw “ The Invisible Man ” had 
nightmares. 


question^below and the " ~ the 

MacKeLr 31 "”^ 113 are COmmg “ earnest,” said 
MacKeUar they are upon us with the whole 

battalion from Carlisle.” 

th J™ re WaS a 1 silence of dismay, and two or three of 
the company began to drop out of the room 

*■ 1 .,b. w. '2?; 
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precious than us all, and come hither on our 
warranty—let us save him at least.” 

” True, most true,” answered Sir Richard Glen¬ 
dale. ” Let the King be first cared for.” 

” That shall be my business,” said Redgauntlet ; 
“ if we have but time to bring back the brig, all 
will be well—I will instantly despatch a party in 
a fishing skiff to bring her to.”—He gave his com¬ 
mands to two or three of the most active among his 
followers.—” Let him be once on board,” he said, 
“ and there are enough of us to stand to arms and 
cover his retreat.” 

(i) What marks of punctuation are used to 
separate and distinguish words spoken from words 
not spoken ? 

(ii) How does the writer show that there is a 
change of speaker ? 

(iii) How does the writer show that a speaker 
pauses before speaking again ? 

(iv) Sometimes one speaker says two sentences 
together. Are there inverted commas after the 
first sentence and before the second ? 

(v) If words like “ he said ” interrupt a speech, 
is a capital letter used when he resumes ? 

44. Examine these sentences to find the position of 
the exclamation mark or question mark when what is 
spoken is am exclamation or a question . 

” How slow he seems 1 ” the watcher cried. 

Then his companion asked, “ Could you run 

faster yourself ? 

45. Why is there no comma after " seems ” in the 
first sentence of the previous exercise? Why has 
” could ” a capital letter in the second sentence i 

46. What punctuation is used in these sentences to 
indicate the person spoken to ? 
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(а) “ Boy, you deserve more than you will 
receive.” 

(б) " May I go now, sir ? ” he asked. 

(c) " Please, officer, recommend me a good 
hotel.” 

{d) “ You are accused, Charles Peace, of murder,’ 
said the judge. 

47. Point out the differences between the direct form 
of speech and the indirect : 

{a) Direct— ” Will you tell your mother I called 
Tommy ? " 

Indirect —He asked Tommy if he would tell his 
mother that he had called. 

(6) Direct — I say, ” You ought to be ashamed 
of yourself.” 

Indirect—I say that you ought to be ashamed 
of yourself. 

(c) Direct —“ Go.” 

Indirect —He told you to go. 

48. Punctuate : 

lady inside here said the guard 

please to alight maam said txjv. waiter 

private sitting room interrogated the lady 

certainly maam responded the chamber maid 

nothing but these ere trunks maam inquired the 
guard 


nothing more replied the lady 

all right was the cry and away they went. 

49. Divide into sentences and punctuate : 

I waited for my enemy to appear at the end ot 
two mmutes I called out come out you scoundrel 
all I could hear was a slight rustle again I waited 
come out you scoundrel I shouted again and still 
Ji c re ti ' vas no response I know you are there I said 
this time and it is no use pretending otherwise mv 
?un is loaded and I know every inch of this country 


C 
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you cant hope to escape come out you scoundrel 
in reply he threw a stone your aim is bad I said 
but when I shoot you will see how good here a 
stone hit me without wasting any time I plunged 
through the undergrowth towards the tree calling 
as I moved you cant escape me I have you now. 

50. Read these passages carefully to find out how 
many people are speaking and which words each speaker 
says. Then rewrite with correct punctuation : 

(а) Are you not afraid said I at last to travel 
these roads in the dark it is said that there are 
robbers abroad are you not rather afraid replied 
the figure to travel these roads in the dark, you who 
are ignorant of the country who are a foreigner an 
Englishman how is it that you know me to be an 
Englishman demanded I much surprised that is no 
difficult matter replied the figure the sound of your 
voice was enough to tell me that you speak of 
voices said I suppose the love of your own voice 
were to tell me who you are that it will not do 
replied my companion you know nothing about 
me be not sure of that my friend, I am acquainted 
with many things of which you have little idea 
for example said the figure for example said I you 
speak two languages. 

(б) Good morning sir startled at hearing this 
greeting in the midst of such a crowd of black 
people I turn sharply around in search of the man 
see him at my side and I ask him who the mischief 
are you I am susi the servant of dr livingstone said 
he smiling and showing a gleaming row of teeth 
what is dr livingstone here yes sir in this village 
yes sir are you sure sure sir why I leave him just 
now now you susi run and tell the doctor I am com¬ 
ing yes sir and off he darted like a madman 



PARTS OF THE SENTENCE. PARTS OF 

SPEECH 


1. Take each subject in turn and from the Predicates 
choose the one most ntted : 


Subjects 

(а) Scarcely twenty Euro¬ 

peans 

(б) The religion of these 

desert men 

(c) My cordial relations 

with the ruler 

[d) Last winter 

{e) An enterprising mil¬ 
lionaire 

{f) That project 

(g) My carefully prepared 

plans 

( h ) The venture 
(t) The delay 

( j ) An opportunity of ex¬ 
ploring the Quora 
mountains 
(A) A few hours 
(/) Copses here and there 

(m) Ancient monster 
graves 

(«) A dark man with 
bushy hair 
(o) Scraps of millet 
(P) The people of the 
place 

{g) These mountain people 


Predicates 

(a) for success required 

camels from the 
southern sands. 

(b) were carefully inves¬ 

tigated. 

(0 stood watching. 

(U) have penetrated to the 
heart ot the Desert. 

(c) will inspire the truth. 
(/) was a blessing in dis¬ 
guise. 

(g) are full of strange cults. 

(h) brought me into 

touch with influen¬ 
tial Arabs. 

(0 could be made to 
flourish. 

(J) promised much for my 
gun and net. 

{k) is fanatical and ex¬ 
clusive. 

(/) scarcely smoke. 

(w) was given through it. 

(n) stole off into the dark 

( o ) saw the stage set. 

( P) Reified the spirits by 
casting the grain. 
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Subjects 

(r) Our road 

(s) Trees festooned with 

creepers 

( i) Apricot orchards 
(«) Only an oath on a 
sacred shrine 

(v) A man afraid to kill 

his foe 

(w) Even the guarantors 

of caravans 
{x) Women 

( y ) Independent of the 

bride, the father 

(z) One of my escort, hear¬ 

ing a noise. 


Predicates 

( q) brought my Quora car¬ 
avan to the foot¬ 
hills. 

(r) bordered the way. 

(s) considered using an 
airship. 

(t) are known to turn 
treacherous. 

(«) arranges the marriage. 
( v ) had miscarried. 

(i£>) led by way of a boul¬ 
der-strewn valley. 

(%) is despised by the 
others. 

(y) floated on the water. 

(z) came to nought. 

2. Find the subject, and. if there is more than one 
word in the subject, the chief word : 

(а) The captain, followed by the team, walked 

(б) Disregarding his warning, you proceeded. 

(c) Certainly he deserves punishment. 

(d) The chief representative of the nation left. 

(e) At midnight I secretly put out from harbour 

in a small boat. 

(f) Sending messages in code was fine fun. 

(g) Each of you knows the way to the head¬ 
master's study. 

3. Say whether each is a Subject or a Predicate, and 

complete to make a sentence : 

(a) My first thoughts; a handsome young 
•heikh; was a member of another tribe then 
had hailed him with friendly cries ; laughed , the 
sight of the man; he, suspecting his tale , tne 
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inspector; then disappeared ; halted on his way; 
the warder ; Jack, dazed by the blow. 

(b) Were arranged at the time ; to tell the truth ; 
told a lie ; was drinking from the fountain ; the 
dog, drinking from the fountain ; had another 
opportunity ; having another opportunity, I ; 
sink ; a sink ; timely plans, 

(c) Good news ; the native, stepping towards 
me ; should not have been issued ; brandishing 
a spear, he ; should be on the trail ; to have shaken 
hands with the king ; the moment of delivery ; 
A ; ends the alphabet ; was hoping against hope. 

4. Say what kind of sentence each is (Statement, 
Question, Command, Exclamation), and point out the 
position of the subject : 

(a) The chief news to-day seems to be the draw 
for the cup. 

(6) What cheers he received 1 

(c) Come. 

(d) Are you listening to my words ? 

(e) On hearing this I paused. 

if) Here comes the bride. 

{g) What would you have given the injured 
animal ? 

(A) How dull the sky is to-day I 

(0 Let him examine it himself. 

(J) Silver and gold have I none. 

5. How many words are there in each verb ? 

(«) Think. 

(b) I should never have thought it of him. 

(c) Was there a man dismayed ? 

(d) How sweetly the lark is singing 1 

(e) He will have been waiting three hours now 

(/) The sentmel was not satisfied with the 
answer. 

(g) The questions seem to be getting harder. 
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(h) Had it not been discovered ? 

(t) The chauffeur has been carefully considering 
the plan. 

(j) Knowing without doing is useless. 

6 . Find the verbs and say whether they are used 
transitively [i.e. with an object (the receiver of the 
action)] or intransitively [i.e. without the action passing 
from doer to receiver], naming the objects if they are 
used transitively : 

(a) You have hit the nail on the head. ( b) The 
cricketer hit lustily, (c) The kettle boils, (d) The 
lines just touch. ( e ) The rain swells the grain. 
(/) The snow will melt in the sunshine. ( g) He 
could boil a kettle in three minutes, [h) The liner 
sinks slowly but surely, (t) Our representative 
touched the tape first, [j) Did you feel something 
touching you ? (&) Sink first of all your own ship. 

(/) After winning the competition his head will 
surely swell, (m) At the time, he was melting. 

7. Use each verb twice—once with a receiver and 
once without ( e.g . fell. The sturdy woodsmen fell 
scores of trees in the course of a day [Transitive use]. 
Nelson fell on the deck of the " Victory " [Intransitive 

use]). , . .. , 

Write, slipped, sings, counted, opened, shuts, tied, 

dismissed, lifts, threatens, drink, shone. 

8. Find the Direct Objects : 

(a) He will see, in the course of his travels, 

Rome, Athens, and Paris. 

(b) Have you met my uncle from Australia ? 

(c) The king hated them for their blunt speech. 

(d) You will injure yourself in time. 

(e) The sensitive man dislikes being laughed at. 
(/) The guard saw him trying to pass a note. 

(£) ^ew people like to be criticised. 
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(A) The photographers snapped the first man 
home. 

( i) The secretary gave me a letter to take. 

(J) The assembly unanimously elected him 
treasurer. 

( k) The owner of the ship painted it green. 

(/) Sing a song of sixpence. 


9. Some verbs take two objects (e.g. in “ Dick gave 
John a punch,” " a punch ” is the Direct Object, telling 
what Dick gave, " John ” is the Indirect Object, telling 
to whom it was given). Find the Indirect Objects in 
these sentences : 

(а) The bullying foreman set the new comer an 
arduous task. 

(б) Make them a bigger wheel next time. 

(c) Give your bicycle a thorough oiling. 

((f) The lady wrote me a charming letter. 

(c) That should teach the bounder a lesson. 

(/) The admirer took her a bouquet. 

( g ) The enterprise cost the explorer his life. 

(h) An old sailor told my nephews impossible 
yarns. 

(0 Deliver me the goods by to-morrow, without 
fail. 

(j) The poultry farmer gave his hens scientific 
diet. 

(6) Throw the sinking man a lifebelt. 

(/) The policemen denied the reporters access 
to the fire. 

(m) Please play the irritable crowd something 
cheerful. 

(«) I cannot pardon you your offence. 


10. Make sentences in which these verbs take two 
objects : 

Promise, offered, lent, found, show, bought sold 
throws, pass, brought, takes, fetch. 
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11. Make sentences in which these words are In¬ 
direct objects : 

The milkman, my neighbour’s dog, most of them, 
the gate, all, the messenger, no one, us, her. 

12. Complete these sentences : 

All this seems -. Your dinner smelled -. 

The boy at the bottom of the class may become 

-. The trouble is -. The most painful 

part will be-. 


13. Some verbs seem to need adjectives ( e.g . sweet) 
to complete the sense. Supply suitable adjectives to 
complete the sense : 

Your scones tasted -. The cushion under me 

felt -. On seeing his broken window, the man 

grew-. His face made him look-. The ice 

did not appear-. 

14. Some verbs have an object but still need some¬ 

thing to complete the sense. Add suitable words to 
the following : f 

His success in the sports made him • < Don t 

you consider the work-? By buttressing, he 

made the wall-. At the annual meeting they 

made my brother -. Someone may appoint 

him-. 

15. In Exercises 12, 13 and 14 what you have added 
is referred to as Words Used Predicatively or the 
Complement. Find the Words Used Predicatively 

in these sentences : , 

(a) The root of the trouble was a decayed tooth. 

( b ) Little actions can so easily become deep- 

(c) The sight of the injured animal made us very 


id) Who made this blunderer secretary ? 

(e) To tramp the hills is to learn to love England 
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(/) The belt felt too tight after his hearty dinner. 

(g) The bulldog turned quite nasty on seeing us 
try to escape. 

(h) The difficulty will be catching the fox. 

(t) On his twenty-first birthday they crowned 
him king. 

(j) The whole of our cash is exactly fivepence. 

16. Use the following words or phrases to complete 
the sense of verbs used intransitively. (Do not use the 
verb " to be ” every time) : 

The hero of the hour, miserable, more troublesome, 
a disgruntled animal, too awkward, a real pirate, 
a disreputable tramp, quite energetic, unpleasant, 
entirely unreliable, almost desperate, obstinate, 
an undersized specimen of humanity, a first-rate 
actor, too sweet, monotonous, vile, rough. 

17. Use the following words or phrases to complete 
the sense of verbs used transitively (avoid pronouns or 
such short sentences as “ He made him captain,” ” He 
thought it lucky ”) : 

President, a genius, unbeatable, a grave omission, 
the greediest of misers, a bad example, unfit to 
use, born to be hanged, delegate at Geneva, un¬ 
usually agile, American ambassador, a dirty white, 
very homely, a picture of misery. 

18. Give the names of five things contained in a 
Meccano set or a sewing-bag, and use them as subjects 
of sentences. (Make the sentences interesting : avoid 
the “ He saw the screwdriver ” type.) 

19. Give the name of five things found in a bam or a 
garage and use them as Direct Objects. 

20. Give the names of five things used by an electri- 
cian or a cook and use them as Complements (words 
used Predicatively). 
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21. Give the names of five different kinds of workmen 
(“ smith,” not ” Smith ”) and use them as Indirect 
Objects. 

22. The 'vords below are nouns, although they do not 
refer to persons, places, or things that you can touch. 
Use them in sentences and say what their position in the 
sentence is : 

Hope, fear, duty, honesty, thought, willingness, 
freedom, friendship, manhood, cruelty, sanity. 

23. Nouns are said to have cases. A noun is in the 
Nominative case when it is the subject or when it 

completes the sense of a verb used intransitively 
(e.g. the hero was my brother ) ; 

Accusative case when it receives the action of the 
verb (e.g. Take that sheet away), or when it is 
governed by a preposition (e.g. Take it to the 
desk) ; 

Genitive case when it indicates possession or 
ownership (e.g. The actor’s clothes, a day’s work) ; 
Dative case when it acts as indirect object, telling 
to whom or for whom something is done (e.g. 
Give him the prize). 

Give the case of the nouns in these sentences and give 
reasons for your decision : 

(а) November the Fifth fell on a Monday. 

(б) We had bought fireworks for the occasion. 

(c) My uncle's contribution was a box of 
rockets. 

(d) We eagerly showed my uncle the best spot 
for a fire. 

(e) The blaze from our fire became the talk of 
the town. 

(f) We offered Jim the fireman's post. 

(g) The crackers in the guy made loud bangs. 
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24. Say what case these pronouns in italics are in : 

(a) Everyone promised us something. 

(b) The most important person will be you. 

(c) They gave nobody any warning. 

25. Give all the information you can about the 
nouns in these sentences (number, case, use) : 

(a) There can be no complaints about the fielding 
of Blank, our captain. 

( b ) It seems our tradition to give the enemy fair 
play. 

(c) After waiting two months, the traveller 
reached his destination, Cairo. 

(d) The strangers descended the hill above the 
hamlet. 

(e) The setting sun gave the inhabitants a well- 
earned rest. 

(/) After a moment’s thought he agreed to the 
request. 

(g) He sang an old hunting song, a favourite 
with every man of the audience. 

(h) He did not lift up his head till several 
seconds later. 

(0 The umpires had declared his adversary 
victor. 

28. Say which of the words in italics are nouns or 
verbs, and prove your answers are right : 

(а) We are waiting for the end of the strike. 

(б) The wheel will throw off showers of sparks. 

(c) Where did you end your journey ? 

{d) Strike the iron while the heat is maintained. 

(c) Wheel the paper into the next place. 

(J) He can claim another throw. 

(g) The man in the gallery showers flakes upon 
them. r 

{h) As it sparks so well it must be in order. 
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(t) We journey on to stake our claim. 

(f) This is what I order : place them there and 
heat them. 

(&) Housewives iron clothes as well as paper walls. 
(/) It is what we want, it flakes easily. 

(m) Man the boats, your lives are at stake. 

(«) She lives, and they order her ink and paper. 

(o) He clothes the lilies of the field, nor are the 
sparrows in want. 

( p) Now our men field better : each batter feels 
that the team walls him in. 

27. Use each word (i) as a verb, (ii) as a noun : 

(а) Smoke, cash, hope, race, chalk, bolt, bar, 
tile, plate, plant, drink, train, frame, rush, set. 

(б) Pipe, lock, carpet, front, border, surround, 
edge, coach, whip, spur, shield, pencil, mould, bent. 

(c) Dog, hound, ferret, bear, worm, moon, sun, 
cloud, grass, cow, ram, nag, rat, gull, bloom, bud. 

28. Are these words in italics nouns or adjectives ? 

(а) For the good are always the merry, and the 
merry love to dance. 

(б) Blessed are the merciful. 

(c) Good dancing accompanies a merry tune. 

(d) None so blind as those who won’t see. 

(e) Be merciful to the oppressed. 

if) Winning is not everything to the sane. 

(g) The poor captive, oppressed by the powerful, 

longed to be dead. . 

(h) He made a powerful appeal for the blind. 

(») The response will be poor unless you have a 
winning way. 

( j ) He followed the Portsmouth road, and was 

wise. , . 

(, k ) The burial of the dead was watched by the 

captive. 
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(/) “A word to the wise,” you know 
mouth is the place. 
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29. Use these words (i) as adjectives, (ii) as nouns : 

{a) Meek, old, new, best, true, healthy, honest, 
rich, aged, young, simple, ugly, next, first, last. 

(6) Liberal, Norman-French, Banbury, Eccles, 
Virginia, Eton, Rugby, Oxford. 

30. The adjectives in italics are not the most usual 
-ind, Descriptive Adjectives ( e.g. pretty, blacker, 
tallest). Examine them and say which of the following 
kinds each one is : 

Demonstrative (pointing out, like a finger, e.g 
This dog). 

Possessive (showing ownership, e.g. My birthday). 
Interrogative (asking a question, e.g. Whose turn 
is it ? 

Adjectives of Definite Number {e.g. One). 

Adjectives of Indefinite Number {e.g. Some, all, 
each). 

{a) My bicycle cost several pounds. 

(6) These sentences may interest a few people. 

(c) Which road did all the books recommend ? 
{d) Nine days later, your name was announced 
{e) No boy seems to care for that novel. 

dut^ EngIand ex P ects wry man this day to do his 

31. The pronouns most used are Personal Pro 

EE- (£ 'f, me - y° u - the V)- Arrange the pronouns in 

6 rou P m 6 s —D emonstrative Ur 
Thts is true) ; Possessive (e.g. It is mine) ■ InteI' 

?° GA . TIV ? ,(*•«■ Whose is it ?) ; Reflexive (L - bind- 

mg back on to the doer, as “ himself ” in “ ti 

hurt himself ”) ; Relative (depending on the “oun or 
pronoun before it, as “ whose " in - k ^ 
boots you borrowed ”) : The b °>' whos ‘ 
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Pronouns of Definite Number ( e.g. One will do). 
Pronouns of Indefinite Number {e.g. Take any), 
{a) How the vain girls admired themselves ! 

{b) What did he say when only eleven turned up ? 
(c) That is the road that you should take, 
w These books are mine — all of them. 

(e) Which would you choose if the choice was 
yours ? 

(/) Has anything gone wrong with their machine? 
(g) The man whose window you broke was angry. 
{h) Nobody came and most of us went home. 

(t) Who told you to do that ? 

(J) It is certainly ours. 

32. Arrange the adverbs in italics under these group¬ 
ings— Time {e.g. to-day) ; Place {e.g. there) ; Manner 
{e.g. slowly) ; Degree {e.g. very) ; Interrogation 
{e.g. When did he come ?) ; Affirmation and Negation 
{e.g. certainly, not) : 

(a) We came here yesterday. 

(6) The boys behaved quite creditably. 

(c) Away he ran and disappeared too quickly. 

(d) You were indeed careless in not noticing it 

there. 

33. Are these words in italics adjectives or adverbs ? 
{a) “ Go slow," he said in a low whisper. 

(b ) Were you quick enough ? . . , 

(c) The feeling runs high at this election and 

blows fall thick and fast. 

(d) He tackled low and grasped his thxck thigh. 

U) Come quick ; if you are slow, all is over 
(J) If your watch is fast, we have time to see 

high tide. 

34. Use these words (i) as adjectives, (ii) as adverbs : 
Hard, firm, sound, still, more, better, worse. 
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34a. Are the words in italics adverbs or preposi¬ 
tions ? 

(a) On he ran, thinking matters over. 

(£>) The caf£ by the docks will suit us, so we will 
meet inside before five o’clock. 

(c) There, over the ridge, is where he went 
before. 

{d) It is on you that suspicion rests. 

(e) The rich man drives by, in his carriage and 
pair. 

(/) Inside the house he found what he wanted. 

( g ) Come in, and talk it over. 


35. Use these words in sentences, first as adverbs 
(<;.£. He slipped under), then as prepositions ( e.g. On 
hearing the bell, the seconds slipped under the ropes) : 

Through, past, near, round, across, below, above, 
behind, in, on, off, up, down. 


36. Use these words in sentences and say what part 
of speech each word is as you have used it : 

Ghostly, rally, sally, ally, kingly, bully, barely, 
beastly, usually, tally. 


37. Expand these sentences by adding phrases (i.e. 
groups of words without verbs) that do the work of 
adverbs in answering the questions indicated : 

{a) The postman walked (where ?) 

(6) The door swung to (when ?) 

(c) (When ?) he ran (why ?) 

{d) The bag dropped (how ?) 


38. Find (i) phrases that do the work of adjectives 
(n) phrases that do the work of adverbs : 

(«) Beyond York the land has the appearance of 
1 A roned out b y Nature’s steam-roller. 

(6) At the close of a well-spent day, resting in 
an arm-chair is a luxury fit for a king 8 
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(c) To my thinking a man in fetters proclaims 
the savageness of those around him. 

(d) The Governor had brought with him from 
London, the year before, a set of bowls. 

( e ) A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 

(/) The boy from the country, playing from 

memory, carried off the honours of the day. 

39. Use these phrases in sentences, first as adjective 
phrases ( e.g . The road to the coast was deserted), then 
as adverb phrases {e.g. The watcher on the tower ran 
to the coast) : 

In his hand, near the cross-roads, over the river, 
before us, by the roadside, across the park, below 
the cliffs, down the shaft, up the chimney, off the 
shelf, since 1900, round the lighthouse. 

40. Use these as adjective phrases and prove (i) that 
the whole phrase does the work of an adjective, (ii) that 
many of them contain an adverb phrase : 

Ignored by the leaders, peeping between the cur¬ 
tains, mounting his horse, angered beyond words, 
being uncomfortably placed, suspecting a trap, 
dazed by the shock, having been previously warned, 
longing to see the end, having waited over an hour, 
condemned to solitude, lurking in the hedge, hav¬ 
ing been injured in a previous riot, confirmed by the 
evidence, not being a Hercules, having seen them 
earlier in the week, thinking no more of it, strength¬ 
ened by this information, dreading the ordeal. 

41. A phrase is said to be in Appositi >n if it follows 
a noun and is really another way of describing or re¬ 
ferring to that noun {e.g. London, the capital of Eng¬ 
land, grows in size and importance. The capital of 
England ” is in apposition to London, and means the 
same as London. In fact you could change the sentence 
to " The capital of England, London, grows in size ana 
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importance ” without altering the meaning). Find the 
phrases in apposition and give the position in the sen¬ 
tence of the word to which it is attached : 

(a) London, the capital of England, grows in 
size and importance. 

(b) There goes Mr. Jones, a neighbour. 

(c) He claimed to turn base metals into gold, a 
jream of the ages. 

( d) You have read many stories of the Sargasso 
Sea, a happy hunting ground for storytellers. 

{e) Do not laugh at our ambition, to play for 
England. 

(/) He lives in St. John’s Avenue, a most select 
place. 


42. Name the persons or places or things meant by 
these phrases, and then use the phrase in apposition to 
the chosen name : 

The second city in England, England’s third port, 
the cricket champions, our largest liner, the best 
writer of stories for boys (or girls), the garden of 
England, the national emblem . the backbone of 
England, the longest river in the world, the famous 
motorist, the cradle of cricket, the nearest planet. 

43. Examine each word in italics, say whether it is a 
pronoun or an adjective, and give aU the information 
you can about it : 


(a) This is the situation. 

(b) These men have worked with such speed that 
they have finished all. 


(c) Another time, such is 
will not occur. 


my hope, this difficulty 


(d) What with one thing and another, each must 
care for himself. 

{e) Any ideas of yours will be welcome. 

U) hi is object was to gain time. 


D 
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(g) Either possibility is unwelcome to her. 

(A) The handbag that you found must be hers. 

(i) Which do you prefer, theirs or ours ? 

(j) What ideas are these ? 

(&) Your hopes deceive you. 

(/) You flatter yourself to believe this. 

(tn) Whose plan should I follow ? 

(n) That suggestion seems impossible to a man 
who has thought about it. 

(o) My impression is different from yours. 

44. Give full information about each pronoun and 
each adjective : 

(( a ) Many of us pride ourselves on that. 

(6) Each thought of what he had done. 

(c) The house that you saw from the charabanc 

is not ours. 


(d) Someone whispered this to her. 

(e) Everyone preferred yours to his. 

(/) One cannot praise oneself openly. 

(g) Does anyone know what these are ? 

45. A Verb is in the Active Voice if the receiver or 
sufferer of the action is the object of the verb, and the 
doer is the subject : in the Passive Voice if the receiver 
or sufferer is the subject. Say if the verbs in italics are 

in the Active or in the Passive Voice : 

(а) (The Fight.) He rolled along, swathed in his 

loose great-coat, his knees bending under 
bulk, and threw his hat into the ring. Hickman 
came forward with a conscious air of anticipated 
triumph. He strutted about, threw away the skm, 
tossed his head, went up and looked at Neatin 

(б) The towels were waved vigorously by 
seconds right until the gong was sounded by the 
timekeeper. The fighters were introduced by the 
referee and advice was shouted by supporters, 
audience was thrilled by the prospect of a good fight. 
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46. Explain what changes must be made to turn 
from Active to Passive and vice versa : 

Active : Wellington won the battle. 

Passive : The battle was won by Wellington. 

47. Take the sentences in 45 (a) or parts of sentences 
that contain a verb used with an object, and express the 
same idea in a sentence with a passive verb. 

48. Express the ideas of the sentences of 45 (6) in 
sentences with active verbs. 

49. Insert shall or will in the blanks and explain the 
exact force of the form you choose : 

(a) Britons never-be slaves. 

(b) Curfew-not ring to-night. 

(c) Your food-cost you more. 

(d) You-pay for this. 

(e) The minstrel boy said to his harp, " You- 

not sound in slavery.” 

if) -you,-n’t you, join the dance ? 

(g) -we join the ladies ? 

(h) I-drown and no one-save me. 

(») I-eat my dinner. 

50. Insert the form of the verb that indicates simplv 
Future Time : 

When we play Oxbridge we - win. Our 

forwards - obtain the ball and the half-back 

-pass it out quickly. I-be there. -you 

be coming ? 

51. Insert the forms of the verb that indicate Deter¬ 
mination : 

Father said, “You - learn to swim.” My 

uncles added, “ We - make him a competent 

swimmer.” Luckily my brother supported me 

saying. No, he-not go.' Whatever happens 

I-not go. 
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52. Analyse : 

(а) The hole in the wall was made by a motor 

(б) Have you ever seen a dead donkey ? 

(c) How grey the sky is to-day 1 

(d) Speak more distinctly. 

( e ) What a fine stroke your captain made ! 

(/) Whose is the book on the window-sill ? 

(g) Tell him the whole story at once. 

( h) The biggest marvel of to-day is undoubtedly 
television. 

(t) At the meeting we made the old man our 
secretary. 

( J) On hearing this, the stout farmer turned 
purple. 

(£) Several of the convicts he found in the old 
bam. 

(Z) Elect Joskins Councillor for the West Ward, 
(m) Eventually he led a better life. 

(«) The king led the knight prisoner into the 
hall. 

(o) Bring me my bow of burning gold. 

( p) At the noise of the whistle all went down the 

street. 

(( q ) Can you tell me the right time ? 

(r) How hard the blacksmith’s work seems 1 

(s) The new style of hat certainly becomes you. 
(Z) Gradually the new master learned our names. 

(u) Run home without delay. 

(v) The Pied Piper told the children wonderful 

stories. , 

(w) The books in my cupboard will soon be on 

the open shelves. . _ . . 

lx) What a mess he made of his duties ! 

[y) Look carefully around before crossing the 

road. . 

( z ) Would you really like more sentences to 

analyse ? 
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53. Analyse these sentences, and use your analysis 
to give full information about each word ( i.e . Parse it) : 

{a) Gardens without flowers are not attractive. 

(6) Has the new boy ever seen our workshop ? 

(c) Show this customer your latest designs in 
ties. 

(d) Sometimes the silver lining is not visible. 

(e) The policeman threatened them after those 
words. 

(/) Could anyone do such a task more easily ? 

(g) Some people down tools without any delay. 

(h) Did your sister catch the down train ? 

(i) The members of the School House held their 
annual picnic on the down. 

( j) Down the steep hill rolled David’s new ball. 

(k) Come down from the farmer’s tree. 

(/) No one noticed the newest notices until 
dinner-time. 

(w) Usually boys from other schools greatly 
admire our building. 

v'O Some seem much keener years later. 

(o) Take them my answer immediately. 
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1. Read this passage and then answer the questions 
below : 

Hercules for his tenth labour had to fetch the 
famous reddish-brown cattle of Geryon. This king 
lived on an island near the setting sun and was very 
proud of his cattle. No one dared to rob him 
because a two-headed dog guarded them night and 
day. Moreover Geryon himself was a man to be 
feared—he had three bodies, six arms and six legs. 

After a long journey Hercules found the island. 
One blow of his club killed the dog and one blow 
of his fist quietened the herdsman. Even six arms 
and six legs were not enough to enable Geryon to 
defeat Hercules in a wrestling match, and as he was 
running away three arrows, well aimed, ended his 

life. 

Driving the cattle home proved more tiring than 
winning them. One noontide when he was passing 
through Italy the hot sun tempted Hercules to lie 
down in the shade and let his cattle graze. Near by 
was a cave, the home of a giant, Cacus, who had the 
power to spout fire and flames from his mouth 
Giant as he was, he decided not to risk fight with 
Hercules, but he meant to have some of the cattle 

When it was quite clear that Hercules w 
asleep, he came out of his cave. He seized 
cows by the tail, and pulled them backwards into 
the cave so that the footprints suggestedl no-cattle 
had gone there. This device he repeated untfl he 
was afraid to take more lest the loss should be 
obvious. Finally he rolled a stone to block the 
cave mouth and sat inside, pleased with his 
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Hercules awoke and counted his cattle. There 
was no sign of where the missing ones had gone, so 
he was obliged to proceed without them. When he 
had gone a little way one of his bulls bellowed 
and one of the cows in the cave answered At once 
he went back to the cave. In his anger he threw 
down with ease the huge stone placed by the giant, 
who cowered in a comer, spouting out fire and 
flames. This was not sufficient to frighten Her¬ 
cules. He rushed at Cacus, strangled him, pulled 
him out and was surprised to see how ugly he was 
in daylight. Meanwhile the cattle had come out 
of their own accord, so Hercules continued his 
march. 

(i) This story is in five sections, called para¬ 
graphs, and each paragraph tells one stage or sec¬ 
tion of the story. Read each paragraph again 
and try to find a title for it. 

(ii) Say how each paragraph is arranged so that 
the eye can tell when a new paragraph starts. 

(iii) Suggest simple reasons why there is no fixed 
length for paragraphs. 

(iv) Suggest what the reader would think if (a) 
one paragraph was left out, ( b) two paragraphs 
were printed in the wrong order, (c) by some mis¬ 
take a paragraph from another story were included. 

2. (a) Find a novel ( t.g. Westward Ho l )—one that 

you have read—which is divided into chapters with a 

title to each chapter. Read the titles and ask yourself 

why the book is so divided. If you were writing a 

really long story, how would you decide when to end a 
chapter ? 

(6) Find a novel—one that you have read—that is 
divided into chapters, but has no titles or headings. 
Give a title to each section. ° 
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3. Write down a plan of chapters that you would 
follow if you were writing one of these novels : 

Pirates' Plunder. The Guide’s Secret. 

The Unknown Helper. The Mystery of Broadacre 

Farm. 

4. Read this passage carefully and then say where new 
paragraphs should start. Give a title to each section : 

On the afternoon of December the 5th 1872 
the brig Dei Gratia, of Nova Scotia, under Captain 
Morehouse, was about 130 miles off the coast of 
Portugal. The captain thought he knew the ship 
and waited until it could be seen more plainly. 
After looking intently he cried out, “ Yes, it is the 
Marie Celeste .” He gave orders for signals to be 
made. The Marie Celeste was under Captain 
Briggs, an old friend of his. “ It doesn’t seem like 
a month since we dined together in New York the 
day before he was due to sail,” he said. ” I wonder 
how his wife and his little girl like the voyage. 
Anyway, we’ll celebrate this meeting. I’ve some 
good wine below, but possibly it will remind them 
too much of the seventeen hundred barrels of 
alcohol they're carrying.” After giving orders for 
the little celebration he had planned he kept his 
eyes on the other ship. No answer was given to his 
signals. The Marie Celeste, all sails set, sailed on 
eastwards to Genoa. Yet they were near enough 
for signals to be seen. Still no response came to 
Captain Morehouse’s signals. At last the ships were 
near enough for each ship to see the men on the 
other. Not a soul was to be seen on the Mane 
Celeste. No one came to answer his message ; no 
one seemed to be interested in another ship ; no 
one seemed to have work to do on deck. Captain 
Morehouse could not understand it all. He couldn t 
believe that everyone was asleep or that no one 


BETTER STORIES 


49 

had seen their signals or heard their calls. There 
was only one thing to be done. He sent a boat to 
find out. He watched the boat crawl across the 
sea between them, saw them clamber on board, and 
noticed that no one came to greet them. He saw 
his men run wildly about. One man came to call 
the others, and all but one left the boat feverishly. 
When they had spent some time in searching, the 
men entered their boat again, but brought no one 
back with them. As they drew back to the Dei 
Gratia he saw their faces and wondered why they 
were so serious and why they had so little to say. 
The man in charge rushed up to report, his face 
queerly pale. “ Wen,” began Captain Morehouse. 
" There's no one there,” the sailor burst out. 
" Not a man to be seen anywhere.” This was his 
remarkable tale. All was in order in the forecastle, 
in the galley, and in the cabin. On the cabin 
table was a sewing-machine with a piece of cloth 
under the needle. An unfinished letter was close 
to it. The imprint of a child’s head could be 
made out on a pillow in one of the bunks. The 
log book's last entry was for the morning of 
November 25th. There was no trace of the cap¬ 
tain’s chronometer or of the ship's papers. An 
opened drawer, now empty, had apparently been 
full of tmned provisions. An unsheathed cutlass 
had been found and it looked as if it had been 
hastily wiped to remove trace of blood. Spots— 
probably of blood—were on deck. Some sharp 
instrument had cut grooves along the bows on 
both sides. A hatch had been taken up and 
left upturned near the hatchway it had covered 
Such was the evidence on which Captain Morehouse 
could build theories of the disappearance of every 
human bemg from the Marie Celeste y 
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5. Choose from the following list the story you know 
best. You have to write or speak an account of that 
story with no other help than a sheet on which you 
have written titles for the different sections. Write 
those titles so that they will help you to tell the story 
well—giving all the important points in the right order, 
and doing justice to the main part of the story by 
avoiding either boring the reader (or hearer) before you 
reach it or scamping it : 

Nelson’s last fight ; the defeat of Harold at Hast¬ 
ings ; the last of Excalibur ; the wooden horse of 
Troy ; the death of Roland ; Columbus discovers 
America ; Grace Darling’s heroism. 


6. Speak or write the story outlined below. Before 

you start, make sure you have thought of sufficient 

material for each section : 

(a) Wang the miller and his weakness : eager to 

become rich yet despising the mill that provided 

livelihood. . , 

(5) Hears that a neighbour dreamed three nights 

running of gold under the floor and how it came 
true. 

(c) His thoughts and envy. 

{d) He dreams three nights running. His anxiety 

and wish to keep his dream a secret. 

(e) Digs mill floor and discovers huge stone. 

(/) Runs to fetch his wife : her reception of the 

ne fe)' Return to the stone-and what they found. 


7. Read the following outline of a story, “ lve "j 
suitable names and places, provide a good ending, 
then speak or write the story in expanded form . 

(a) Ship, half laden with coal, about to set out 
in winter gale. 
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(b) At the last minute a woman begs the captain 
to take her to the first stopping place. 

(c) Mate notices the woman on deck in the gale 
and watches her movements. 

(d) Reports to the captain, who laughs. On 
looking round, they find the woman not in sight. 

(<?) A blue light from above glimmered on deck. 
Mate’s fears : captain’s jokes. 

(J) Run on quicksands. 

(g) Tremendous wave, twenty feet high, sweeps 
deck. Captain seen still gripping rail. Woman 
disappears. 

(h) Clinging to spars in sight of crowds on beach 
who dare not attempt rescue. 

8. Read this passage and answer the questions 
below : 

The man stood at the corner of the street, 
evidently waiting for someone. He wore no hat 
and his dark curly hair and brilliant blue eyes 
made you look twice at him. His skin was dark, 
suggesting gipsy blood. 

He wore his clothes carelessly and seemed quite 
unaware of the darned and faded coat and much 
worn jersey. Though the coat and jersey were 
black, his trousers and shoes were brown. Obvi¬ 
ously someone had given him his clothes. But 
when you looked at his honest blue eyes and noble 
profile, you forgot all else in admiration of his 
character and features. 

By a girl of eleven. 

(i) How does the writer avoid making a cata¬ 
logue of clothes (“ He had a black coat. He also 
had a black jersey ”) ? 

(ii) How does the writer make you realise thai 
the clothes are on a man, not on a tailor's d umm y : 
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(iii) What has the writer deduced from what she 
has observed ? 


9. Without making yourself a nuisance, take a good 
look at someone standing in the street or sitting in a 
bus, and then from memory write a description of that 
person. 


10. Read this passage and answer the questions 
below : 


Tom the Coachman 


Of all the swells that ever flourished a whip pro¬ 
fessionally, he might have been elected emperor. 
He didn't handle his gloves like any other man, 
but put them on—even while he was standing on 
the pavement—quite detached from the coach—as 
if the four greys were, somehow or another, at the 
ends of his fingers. It was the same with his hat. 
He did things with his hat which nothing but an 
unlimited knowledge of horses, and the wildest 
freedom of the road, could ever have made him 
perfect in. Valuable little parcels were brought 
to him with particular instructions, and he pitched 
them into his hat, and stuck it on again, as if the 
laws of gravity did not admit of such an event as 
its being knocked off or blown off, and nothing like 
an accident could befall it. Dickens. 

(i) Insert the right word to make this into a 

good title, “ Why I - Tom the Coachman,” 

and prove that it is a good title. 

(ii) What use does Dickens make of the coach¬ 
man’s actions with his hat and gloves ? 

(iii) Why does Dickens use, in the first sentence, 
" flourished ” and not " used ” ; “ emperor ” and 
not “ leader ” ? 

H. Think of someone who is an expert at something 
and whom you really admire for his cleverness \e.g. 
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a bus conductor or an umpire) and write a description 
of him (or her) in action so that the reader, too, will 
admire him. 

12. Write a picture of one of the following : 

(а) A conceited person who fumbles and fails. 

(б) A nervous person doing some action and try¬ 
ing to conceal his nervousness. 

(c) A conjurer performing a difficult trick. 

(d) A little boy in a soap box on wheels pretend¬ 
ing he is Sir Malcolm Campbell. 

(e) A quiet, unassuming person doing something 
really difficult as if it was the most natural thing 
in the world. 


13. Read this passage and answer the questions below: 

One fine day in summer a rumbling sound was 
heard at the end of the street. Everyone wondered 
wbat it was. As it came into sight, everyone, both 
children and adults, began to be merry, the children 
beginning to dance. 

At last the organ-grinder stopped outside a row 
of houses and immediately broke out into a quick 
and merry tune, while his queer little monkey with 
red flannel jacket and Turkish hat to match jumped 
from his seat on the top of the organ and gathered 
up the shower of pennies the delighted people had 
thrown to him. 


From across the road came the shouts of 

numerous clerks and workmen who, on hearing 

the familiar strains of music, had thrown open 

their office windows to get a better hearing 

, ,° see ‘ he children dancing round the organ and 

in 7 PPy lau 6 hter invited one to join 

m, and to drown all cares and worries in the music 

1 he music was now drawing to an end. The orcran- 
grinder greatly pleased with his success quifklv 
changed the tune and again the merriiStTgan* 
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When at last the organ-grinder moved on his 
way the people went back to their work with happy 
hearts and the sound of music still in their ears, feel¬ 
ing that life had no more troubles and cares for 
them. By a girl of eleven. 

(i) Suggest a title for this little description. 

(ii) Which is the writer more concerned with— 
the gathering of the people or the effect of the 
music ? 

(hi) What words does the writer use to remind 
the reader that time is passing ? 

(iv) What difference would it make if the last 
paragraph were left off ? 


14. Describe how a crowd gathers when one of the 
following actions takes place : 

The fire alarm is sounded ; the policeman blows 
his whistle ; two motor-cars collide ; a ship is 
wrecked near the coast ; a donkey backs into a 
box of eggs. 

15. Read this passage and answer the questions below i 


A Grandfather Clock 

It is made of solid mahogany and is seven feet 

in height. It is built of three divisions. From the 

floor to about two feet up is a solid broad stand. 

The next part is narrow and has a little door in it 

which is opened with a key and discloses a pendu- 

lum and weights. Finally comes the face, standing 

on a flat base with four pillars surrounding it and 

with carving on top. A glass door m a carved wood 

frame opens to the face, which is faded with age and 

has Roman figures. Around the face are coloured 

pictures of country scenes, and at the top^ is 

splendid view of green fields and an old castle. 
v By a girl of eleven. 
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(i) Shut your eyes and try to picture the clock 
in your mind. If you cannot, read the passage 
again, and try again to see it in your mind's eye. 

(ii) Would it be better to describe the top first, 
and work down to the floor level ? 

(iii) Does this need to be divided into para¬ 
graphs ? 

(iv) How has the writer avoided making every 
sentence start with " It ” or “ The clock ” ? 

(v) Does the writer think of the clock as a very 
ordinary tiling ? 

16. Choose one of these subjects and after shutting 
your eyes try to see it clearly in your mind’s eye. When 
it is clear to yourself—and not until—speak or write a 
description so that others can see it clearly : 

Stack in field ; flowers on table ; lamp hanging 
from ceiling ; cart in lane ; box on window-ledge ; 
dagger in door ; flag flying from pole ; steps in 
cliff. 

17. Describe some common object that is small 
enough to go into a boy’s pocket, or some article likely 
to be found in a kitchen, or some implement used in 
gardening or farming. Do not say what you are de- 
scnbing, or give the show away in the first sentence 
( It is something for sharpening pencils ”). At the 
same time give enough information for the rest to have a 
chance to guess what it is. 

below Read this and answer the questions 

The Men of Lilliput search Gulliver’s 

Pockets. 

Out of the right fob hung a great silver chain 
with a wonderful kind of engine at the bottom. 
We directed him to draw out whatever was at the 
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end of that chain ; which appeared to be a globe, 
half silver, and half of some transparent metal ; 
for on the transparent side we saw certain strange 
figures circularly drawn, and thought that we 
could touch them, till we found our fingers stopped 
by that lucid substance. He put this engine to our 
ears, which made an incessant noise, like that of a 
water-mill. And we conjecture it is either some 
unknown animal, or the God that he worships ; 
but we are more inclined to the latter opinion, 
because he assured us . . . that he seldom did any¬ 
thing without consulting it. He called it his oracle, 
and said it pointed out the time for every action 
of his life. Swift. 


(i) What was it that they examined ? When 
were you first really sure that you had guessed 
correctly ? 

(ii) The little people who examined it were one- 
twelfth of the size of an average man. Which 
incidents are you readier to believe when you know 

(iii) What did the men of Lilliput think the 
article was ? 

(iv) Do the men of Lilliput treat the matter as 
<1 joke ? 

(v) Did Gulliver’s remarks help them to under¬ 
stand properly ? 

19. Imagine you come across a schoolboy of your 
own age but of a giant race—twelve tunes as tall as you. 
Luckily he is asleep, so that you can search his pockets. 
Describe one article in his pockets. You are not ex¬ 
pected to know its proper name, nor need you gue 
rightly what the thing is used for. 

20. Describe some bird or flower or animal without 
mentioning its name. See that you give sufficient 
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information to enable the others to guess what it is. 
For instance, if you are describing a bird, give some 
information about size, colours, markings, the way it 
walks or flies, the kind of song it makes and, possibly, 
the kind of place where it is to be seen : 

E.g. This bird is half as big as a thrush but more 
than twice as big as a sparrow. If you startle one 
when it is on the ground it may fly away, keeping 
low to the ground. As it moves you see flashes of 
golden colour whereas at first you thought the bird 
was of one colour—a light brown. Usually after 
flying a very short distance it shoots into the air, 
climbing straight up and singing clearly and sweetly 
all the time. 

21. Read this passage and answer the questions 
below : 

About the middle of May, if the weather be fine 
the martin begins to think in earnest of providing 
a mansion for its family. The crust or shell of this 
nest seems to be formed of such dirt or loam as 
comes most readily to hand, and is tempered and 
wrought together with little bits of broken straws 
to render it tough and tenacious. As this bird 
often builds against a perpendicular wall without 
any projecting ledge under, it requires its utmost 
efforts to get the first foundation firmly fixed, so 
that it may safely carry the superstructure. On 
this occasion the bird not only clings with its claws 
but partly supports itself by strongly inclining its 
tail against the wall ; and, thus steadied, it works 
and plasters the materials into the brick or stone. 
By building only in the morning, and by dedicating 
the rest of the da^ to food and amusement, it gives 
it sufficient time to dry and harden. About half 
an inch seems to be a sufficient layer for a day. 

(i) What details show that the writer had 
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watched martins (a) very carefully, (6) on many 
days, (c) over a period of years ? 

(ii) What parts show that he has tried to find 
reasons, that is, tried to think as the bird might 
think ? 

(iii) How would you identify a martin’s nest ? 

22. Describe some detailed task which you have 
observed closely— e.g. how a bird (other than the martin) 
builds a nest, how the beaver makes a dam, how birds 
teach young ones to fly. 

23. Read this passage, and answer the questions 
below : 

And hark I the sweet hubbub suddenly crashed 
out into one jubilant shriek and then swept away 
fainter and fainter among the trees. The walk 
became a trot—the trot a canter. Then a faint 
melancholy shout at a distance, answered by a 
“ Stole away 1 " from the fields ; a doleful “ toot " 
of the horn ; the dull thunder of many horse- 
hoofs rolling along the further wood-side. Then 
redcoats flashing like sparks of fire across the grey 
gap of mist at the rede's mouth, then a whipper-in, 
bringing up a belated hound, burst into the path¬ 
way, smashing and plunging, with shut eyes, 
through ash-saplings and hassock-grass ; then a 
fat farmer, sedulously pounding through the mud. 
was overtaken and bespattered in spite of all his 
struggles until the line streamed out into the wide 
rushy pasture, starting up peewits and curlews, as 
horsemen poured in from every side, and cunning 
old farmers rode off at inexplicable angles tosome 
well-known haunts; and right ahead, chiming 
and jangling sweet madness, the dappled pac 
glanced and wavered through the veil of soft grey 

O TT T\rrCT TT V 
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(i) How many different noises are there in this 
picture, and who makes them ? 

(ii) Say aloud the words used to tell of the noises. 
How many of them by their own sound suggest the 
sound they describe ? 

(iii) What words are used to tell of motion ? 
Do the words fit the people or things that are 
moving ? 

(iv) Shut your eyes and try to see this as a 
picture. Which do you see—a snapshot or a 
moving picture ? 

(v) Do you feel as if you are present when you 
read this passage ? 

(vi) Is there anything to suggest the writer’s 
attitude—whether he is a casual onlooker or one 
who watches with interest and enjoyment ? 

24. Choose from this list the one you would most 
enjoy watching and hearing. Think of the different 
people or animals, what movements they make, and 
what sounds can be heard. Try to find the right words 
to suggest sound or to give the exact kind of movement. 
Then write a description, always aiming at making it 
easy for the reader to see and hear everything : 

People rushing on the pier when a boy falls in the 
water ; a dog-fight in a street ; people following 
beagles on foot; a disturbance in a section of the 
Zoo ; the train comes in to take a party of children 
to the seaside. 

25. Write a conversation between two of the follow¬ 
ing. Invent a suitable reason for meeting and wanting 
to talk, and make the talkers sound natural. Do not 
limit yourself to letting one man tell a long story and 
then listening to the other man's story : 

A nurse, a steeplejack, a bus-driver, a policeman, 
a cowboy, a grandmother, a runaway prince, a 
lift girl, a window-cleaner, a spy. 
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26. Choose two of these creatures, and make them 
talk in the way you think they would if they had the 
power of speech : 

A fox, an elephant, a magpie, a seagull, a swallow, 
a kingfisher, a rat, a sheepdog, an Alsatian, a bull¬ 
dog, a wild pony, a racehorse, a police horse, a cir¬ 
cus pony, a goat, a squirrel. 

27. Expand these fables by making all concerned 
talk naturally whenever the actual words they use will 
make the story clearer or more interesting : 

(а) A fox fell into a well and could not get out. 
A goat came to the well, and asked if the water 
was good. The fox invited him to come down and 
share it. The goat jumped in. The fox jumped 
on to his horns and got out. He stopped for a 
minute before running away and spoke to the goat. 

(б) A fox invited a stork to a feast, but the wide 
and shallow dishes gave the stork no chance to 
enjoy much. The stork returned the compliment, 
and at his feast provided tall jars with narrow 
openings. 

(c) An old man and his son went a journey, the 
former riding an ass, the other walking. Passers-by 
said it was a shame to make the young man walk. 
They changed places, and other passers-by said it 
was a shame the young man should let his father 
walk. Then they both walked and passers-by 
said . . . [Continue] 

28. Read this passage and answer the questions 
below : 

Methought the shilling that lay upon the table 
reared itself upon its edge, and, turning the face 
towards me, opened its mouth, and in a soft silver 
sound, gave me the following account of his life 
and adventures : 
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" I was born (says he) on the side of a mountain 
near a little village of Peru, and made a voyage to 
England in an ingot, under the convoy of Sir 
Francis Drake. I was, soon after my arrival, taken 
out of my Indian habit, refined, naturalized, and 
put into the British mode, with the face of Queen 
Elizabeth on one side, and the arms of the country 
on the other. Being thus equipped, I found in me 
a wonderful inclination to ramble, and visit all 
parts of the new world into which I was brought. 
The people very much favoured my natural dis¬ 
position, and shifted me so much from hand to 
hand, that before I was five years old I had 
travelled into almost every corner of the nation.” 

Addison. 

(i) Does the first paragraph make the story 
believable ? 

(ii) Does the coin talk like a thing or like a 

person ? 

(iii) What character has the coin ? 

(iv) What account would the coin give of the 
time it spent in a miser's chest ? 

29. Pretend you are one of the following and tell 
how you were made : 

A can, a cricket bat, a hockey stick, a nail, a 
billiard ball, a candle, a match, a bar of chocolate. 

30. Pretend you are one of the following and describe 
one of your adventures. (An account of how you were 
made is not wanted here) : 

A bad shilling, a pearl, a ring, a hat. a flag, a hand- 
kerchief, a telescope, a rope, a chest. 

31. Pretend you are one of the following and describe 
a day m your life ; 
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A hammer, a street island, a telephone receiver, a 
cricket ball, a whistle, a pair of scissors, a post 
office pen. 


82. Read this entry from Robinson Crusoe’s Journal, 
and answer the questions below : 

October 1.—In the morning I saw, to my great 
surprise, that the ship had floated with the high 
tide, and was driven on shore again much nearer 
the island ; which, as it was some comfort, on one 
hand—for, seeing her sit upright, and not broken 
to pieces, I hoped, if the wind abated, I might get 
on board and get some food and necessaries out of 
her for my relief—so, on the other hand, it renewed 
my grief at the loss of my comrades, who, I 
imagined, if we had all stayed on board, might 
have saved the ship, or at least that they would 
not have been all drowned, as they were ; and that, 
had the men been saved, we might perhaps have 
built us a boat out of the ruins of the ship to have 
carried us to some other part of the world. I 
spent great part of this day in perplexing myself 
on these things ; but at length, seeing the ship 
almost dry, I went upon the sand as near as I 
could, and then swam on board. This day also it 

continued raining, though with no wind at all. 

Defoe. 


(i) For whose benefit do you think the Journal 

was made ? . T i 

(ii) At what time of the day was the Journal 

written ? .. ... 

(iii) If you take away from the entry all that 

tells of his thoughts and ideas, how much is left 

(iv) What pleasure would Crusoe receive from 

writing his Journal ? 

(v) How much of the material would Crusoe 
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have kept to himself if he had been writing a letter 
home ? 

(vi) What hints does he give of the previous 
day’s happenings ? 

(vii) The next entry reads : “ From the 1st of 
October to the 24th.—All these days entirely spent 
in many voyages to get all I could out of the ship, 
which I brought on shore, every tide of flood, upon 
rafts." Why is there no separate entry for each 
day ? 

33. Write a day’s entry in Crusoe’s Journal for ( a ) 
30th September or (6) 25th October—beginning, “ I 
overturned my raft,” or (c) 31st October—beginning, 
“ In the morning I went out into the island with my 
gun to seek some food and discover the country.” 

34. Tell in the form of a Journal or Diary one of the 
following stories : 

Bruce and the Spider ; Daniel in the Lions’ Den ; 
Richard Coeur de Lion discovered in prison ; 
Drake's version of the defeat of the Armada ; a 
Philistine’s account of the defeat of Goliath. 

35. Write entries for three days (not necessarily in 
succession) such as might be written by one of the 
following : 

St. George, Jack the Giant Killer, a lighthouse- 
keeper, a really mischievous boy or girl, a school 
caretaker, a pearl diver, a highwayman, a Bow 
Street runner, a lifeboatman. 

36. Read the following passage, and then write King 
Charles II. s Diary for the time covered by the stories : 

Upon the quarter-deck he [King Charles II.l 

u 1SCOUrSe of his esca P e from Worcester 
libhlj, where it made me ready to weep to hear the 
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stories that he told of his difficulties that he passed 
through—his travelling four days and three nights 
on foot, every step up to his knees in dirt, with 
nothing but a green coat and a pair of country 
breeches on, and a pair of country shoes that made 
him so sore over all his feet that he could scarce 
stir. Yet he was forced to run away from a miller 
and other company that took them for rogues. 
His sitting at table at one place where the master 
of the house that had not seen him in eight years, 
did know him, but kept it private ; when at the 
same table was one that had been of his own regi¬ 
ment at Worcester, but not knowing him, made him 
drink the King's health, and said the King was at 
least four fingers higher than he. At another place 
he was, by some of the servants of the house, made 
to drink that they might know that he was not a 
Roundhead, which they swore he was. In another 
place, at his inn, the master of the house, as the 
King was standing with his own hands upon the 
back of a chair by the fireside, kneeled down and 
kissed his hand privately, saying that he would not 
ask him who he was, but bid God bless him 
whither he was going. Pepys. 


37. Continue the diary—that of a lady, accompanied 
by a dog, who was caught in a cave : 

I now rushed down to the sea, determined to 
risk a wet jerkin by wading through a wave or 
two to secure myself from being shut up in this 
unfrequented place; but the time was past- 
The billows mounted one after the other, as if witn 
enraged pursuit of what they could seize and 

I eagerly ran up and down, from side to side, 
and examined every nook and corner, every pro 
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jcction and hollow, to find any sort of opening 
through which I could pass—but there was none. 

F. Burney. 


38. Supply diary extracts to bridge the gap between 
A. and B. : 

A. Monday, January 10.—Wakened by heavy 
rain. Birds all take to the cliffs and animals seek 
higher ground. Moved all I had saved from the 
wreck to my " summer house ” in the trees. Black 
skies and strong winds. Remembered old saying, 
" Long foretold, long last.” 

B. Tuesday, January 25.—Strange not to hear 
rain falling. Sun tries to shine—merely makes 
mists rise. Can just see base of tree—water begin¬ 
ning to recede. 


39. Read this passage, and answer the questions 
below : 

My good old aunt, who never parted from me 
at the end of a holiday without stuffing a sweet¬ 
meat, or some nice thing, into my pocket, had 
dismissed me one evening with a smoking plum- 
cake, fresh from the oven. On my way to school 
(it was over London Bridge) a grey-headed old 
beggar saluted me (I have no doubt at this time 
0< day that he was a counterfeit). I had no pence 
to console him with, and in the vanity of self- 
denial. and the very coxcombry of charity, school¬ 
boy-like, I made him a present of—the whole cake 1 
I walked on a little, buoyed up, as one is on such 
occasions, with a sweet soothing of self-satisfaction • 
but before I had got to the end of the bridge mv 
better feelings returned, and I burst into tears 
thinking how ungrateful I had been to mv good 
aunt, to go and give her good gift away to a 
stranger, that I had never seen before, and who 
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might be a bad man for aught I knew, and then I 
thought of the pleasure my aunt would be taking 
in thinking that I—I myself, and not another— 
would eat her nice cake—and what I should say 
to her the next time I saw her—how naughty I 
was to part with her pretty present—and the 
odour of that spicy cake came back upon my 
recollection, and the pleasure and the curiosity I 
had taken in seeing her make it, and her joy when 
she sent it to the oven, and how disappointed she 
would feel that I had never had a bit of it in my 
mouth at last—and I blamed my impertinent 
spirit of alms-giving, and out-of-place hypocrisy of 
goodness, and, above all, I wished never to see the 
face again of that insidious good-for-nothing, old 
grey impostor. Lamb. 

(i) If you take away from this extract all that 
tells of what goes on in the writer’s mind, how 
much is left ? 

(ii) Which part is more interesting—that which 
tells what he did or that which tells of what he felt 
and thought ? 

(iii) If you had given the cake away, would you 
have thought and felt like this ? If not, explain 
the difference. 

(iv) If you had seen the boy walking away after 
giving the cake away (an action which you wit¬ 
nessed), would you be able to guess any of the 

thoughts that were in his mind ? 

(v) What thoughts would pass through the mind 

of the beggar ? , . . 

(vi) When the writer tells of what he expects 

his aunt to think, is he right in his forecast ? 

40. Describe some incident in your own life, and tell 
what passed through your own mind 



BETTER STORIES 


67 

41. Describe some dream or nightmare, and try to 
make it more real to the reader by describing things 
and actions clearly and telling just how you felt. 

42. Write an account of one of the following with 
details of your thoughts and feelings : 

How I missed the last train (or bus or tram) ; 
when the policeman stopped me in the street ; 
when I read that I had won a prize in a competition 
of skill ; when I was first in the hundred yards (or 
any other race) ; when I scored the winning goal ; 
when I finished reading the last page of a good 
yam ; when I had my first ride on a bicycle ; my 
first day at this school. 

43. If you were chased by a bull to the edge of a 
canal, with no boat or bridge in sight, and you could not 
swim, you could truly say you were in a dilemma. 
Either imagine this had happened to you, and write 
an account of your actions and feelings, or tell your 
actions and feelings in some other distinctly awkward 
situation, where you must choose one of two courses, 
both dangerous or unpleasant. 

44. Read this passage, note the qualities of the 
sailor boy, and then invent incidents that will give him 
a chance to show those qualities. Write the story : 

In course of time, the sailor boy, despite of hard¬ 
ship and rough usage, grew up into a singularly robust 
and active man, not above the middle size—for his 
height never exceeded five feet eight inches—but 
broad-shouldered, deep-chested, strong-limbed, and 
so compact of bone and muscle, that . . . there was 
not. among five hundred able-bodied seamen a 
man who could lift so great a weight, or grapple 
with him on equal terms. . . . With all his Scotch 
prudence, however, and with much kindliness of 
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heart and placidity of temper, there was some 
wild blood in his veins, derived, mayhap, from one 
or two buccaneering ancestors, that, when excited 
beyond the endurance point, became sufficiently 
formidable. Thomson. 

45. Write a story in which a person shows that his 
true character is different from what you would expect, 
e.g. a boaster can be proved to be a coward, or a quiet 
modest man can turn out to be a hero in disguise. Try 
to make the showing of true character as much a sur¬ 
prise as you can. 

48. What peculiarity about the turkey is explained 
in this legend ? 

Once the fire of the world was nearly extin¬ 
guished at the beginning of the winter season. The 
birds of the air were filled with anxiety, for their 
intuition told them that they would need heat to 
keep warm through the winter. A council was held 
and it was decided that those birds which could 
fly the highest should soar in the air and see if 
f hey could find a spark of fire anywhere. None was 
successful except the sparrow, who spied a tiny 
spark in the hollow of a tree. The birds flocked 
round, and tried to decide who should pick the 
spark out. All their efforts were in vain, and the 
spark grew less and less. The turkey then volun¬ 
teered to keep the tiny spark alight by fanning 
it with his wings. Day after day the turkey kept 
fanning ; the heat grew greater, until the feathers 
were singed off his head. The Indians say that the 
turkey was so badly burned that all turkeys ever 
since have had bald heads and blisters on them. 

47. Tell in full a story to explain some feature of a 
bird or an animal, e.g. why a robin has a red breast, 
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why a pig has a curly tail, how the zebra got his stripes, 
why a bat loves twilight. 


48. Read this passage and answer the question 
below : 


Robbie Watson was driver of the Dumfries coach. 
One day he changed horses, and was starting down 
a steep hill, with an acute turn at the foot, when 
he found his wheelers, two new horses, utterly 
ignorant of backing. They got furious, and we 
outside got alarmed. Robbie made an attempt to 
pull up, gathered up his reins, and lashed the entire 
four into a gallop. If we had not seen his face we 
would have thought him a maniac ; he kept them 
well together, and shot down like an arrow, as far 
as we could see, to certain destruction. Right in 
front, at the turn, was a stout gate into a field, 
shut ; he drove them straight at that, and through 
we went, the gate broken into shivers, and we 
finding ourselves safe, and the very horses enjoying 
the joke. I remember we emptied our pockets into 
Robbie’s hat, which he had taken off to wipe his 
head. Now in a few seconds all this must have 
passed through his head : " That horse is not a 
wheeler, nor that one neither : we'll come to mis¬ 
chief ; there's the gate ; yes, I’ll do it.” And he 
did it ; but then he had to do it with his might, 
he had to make it impossible for his four horses to 
do anything but toss the gate before them. 


Brown. 


(i) Which of the following devices for improving 
stones have been used, and why not all of them > 
Describing the persons, describing the places 
finding the right word for the action, explaining 
what goes on m a person’s mind. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


1. Examine this reproduction of an envelope and then 
answer the questions below : 

i ' 

Mrs. A. JONES, 

" SUNNYSIDE,” 

Gt. Northern Rd., 

YORK. 


(i) Why is there a full stop after (a) Mrs., ( b) 
Gt., ( c) Rd., (< d) York ? 

(ii) Why does every line except the last end in a 
comma ? 

(iii) Why are inverted commas used for the 
second line ? 

(iv) Why does the writer not start the address 
at the top of the envelope ? 

(v) Why is it that the second line does not start 
immediately under the first, and the third under 

the second ? 

(vi) Whose Christian name begins with A—the 
husband’s or the wife’s ? 

(vii) Why is the name of the county not written ? 

2. Examine how the heading and the close of this 
are written, and answer the following questions : 

70 
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Dear Sir, 


19 New St., 

Sheffield 1. 

5 November 1934. 


Yours truly, 

A. B. Smith. 

(i) Notice where (a) commas, (6) full stops are 
used, and explain why 

(ii) Why is it necessary to add " 1 ” after the 
name of the town ? 

(iii) Why is it not wise to put the date like this— 
5 - 11-34 ? 

(iv) How do we know if it is a business letter 
or one written to a stranger ? 

(v) What alterations would need to be made if 
the letter was written to ( a ) a nephew, ( b) an old 
friend ? 


3. In a personal letter the effect on the reader is all- 
important. Read the following letter, and then say 
what effect the writer aims at, and who he is writing to. 
[It is a story of the days of sedan chairs] : 


... I have just been in London for two or three 
days, to fetch an adventure, and am returned to 
my hill and my castle. I can’t say I lost my labour 
as you shall hear. Last Sunday night, being as 
wet a night as you shall see in a summer's dav 
about half an hour after twelve, I was just come 
home from White's, and undressing to step into 
bed, I heard Harry, who you know lies forward 
roar out, ‘‘ Stop thief ! ” and run down stairs. I 
ran after him. Don’t be frightened ; I have not 
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lost one enamel nor bronze, nor have been shot 
through the head again. A gentlewoman, who 
lives at Governor Pitt’s, next door but one to me, 
and where Mr. Bentley used to live, was going to 
bed too, and heard people breaking into Mr. Free¬ 
man’s house, who, like some acquaintance of mine 
in Albemarle Street, goes out of town, locks up his 
doors, and leaves the community to watch his 
furniture. N.B.—It was broken open but two 
years ago, and I and all the chairmen vow they 
shall steal his house away another time, before we 
will trouble our heads about it. Well, madam 
called out, “ Watch ” ; two men, who were sen¬ 
tinels, ran away, and Harry’s voice after them. 
Down came I, and with a posse of chairmen and 
watchmen found the third fellow in the area of 
Mr. Freeman's house. Mayhap you have seen all 
this in the papers, little thinking who commanded 
the detachment. Harry fetched a blunderbuss to 
invite the thief up. One of the chairmen, who was 
drunk, cried, “ Give me the blunderbuss. I'll shoot 
him ! ” But, as the general's head was a little 
cooler, he prevented military execution, and took 
the prisoner without bloodshed, intending to make 
his triumphal entry into the metropolis of Twicken¬ 
ham with his captive tied to the wheels of his post- 
chaise. I find my style rises so much with the 
recollection of my victory, that I don’t know how 
to descend to tell you that the enemy was a car¬ 
penter and had a leather apron on. . . . 

4. What shows that the writer of the above letter 
enjoyed writing it ? 

5. Think of some adventure of your own that you 
would enjoy to tell to someone, and tell it m a lett 

a suitable person. 
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8 . Say what the writer of the letter in Exercise 3 
would have left out or added if he had told his story to 
the following : 

A worrying mother, a newspaper, Mr. Freeman. 

7. In a letter retell the events of the burglary of 
Exercise 3 to one of the people mentioned in Exercise 6. 

8 . Imagine you have been accused of breaking a 
window. Write a letter in which you either angrily 
prove your innocence or humbly plead guilty. 

9. Write a letter of complaint (a real complaint, if 
possible) without being angry 

10. Write a letter thanking someone for an invitation 
and accepting it. 

11. What information should you include in a letter 
declining an invitation ? Write such a letter. 

12. Write a letter thanking someone for a gift. 
Remember the effect you wish your letter to have on 
the receiver. 


13. Imagine you have won a prize in a competition 
announced in the children’s section of a newspaper. 
Write a letter acknowledging the prize. 


14. You want permission to camp in the field of a 
farmer who was made angry by badly behaved campers 
aJid said he would not be in a hurry to have any more. 
Write such a letter as will overcome his prejudice. 

15. Choose one of the following suggestions, make a 

list of points you must ask about, and then write a letter 
asking for information : 


(a) A field for a picnic. (6) a journey from your 
home to London or Paris, (c) an offer of a puppy 
(0) an invitation to play another team. 
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16. What information should you give if you write 
a letter about the following ? 

A lost dog ; a suitcase that has not been delivered 
to your seaside lodgings ; a postal order that has 
been sent to a firm but not acknowledged. 

17. Make sure you know to whom to address the 
letters of Exercise 16, and then write one of them. 


18. Make a list of points you should include in a 
letter answering a request for information about the 
following : 

A proposed visit to the theatre ; a cousin wants 
to meet you in town ; your uncle wants to call on 
you at school ; another team wants to play your 
team on your ground ; a bicycle you have adver¬ 
tised for sale. 

19. Express your ideas on one of the following topics 
in a letter to the editor of either a newspaper or a school 
magazine. [You may support or oppose] : 

Restrictions on buying fireworks ; competitions 
for children ; stationing a policeman by the school 
gates ; increasing the area of playing-fields ; pro¬ 
viding magazines in the library ; growing vege¬ 
tables in the school grounds. 

20. You have won two guineas in a painting competi¬ 
tion in The Daily Messenger, with Editorial Offices at 
123 Tudor Street, London, E.C.l, but their pnnte 
receipt form is lost. Make out a receipt and write a 

letter to accompany it. 


21. You are the Secretary of Littleton Schools Foot¬ 
ball Club. Send a letter to the printers (Caxton and 
Sons, Ltd., Ink Street, Manchester 3) o^eri nt, 
postcards which will make easier your duty of calling 
members to a Committee Meeting. 
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22. Choose one of the following advertisements, read 
it carefully, make a list of points to be mentioned, and 
write a letter to the persons concerned : 

FOR SALE, Bicycle, suit boy of eleven. Little 
used. Any trial given. Low, 10 High St., Liver¬ 
pool 2. 

MODEL ELECTRIC RAILWAY, Standard make, 
50 ft. track, perfect condition. Box 58. [The 
Daily Messenger .—See Exercise 20.] 

ADJUSTABLE BOOK COVERS for all sizes 
library books. Initials free. Cretonne, Is. 3d., 
Oiled Silk, 2s. 0d., Leather, 3s. 6d. Bookshop' 
Market St., Leeds 1. 

STAMPS ON APPROVAL. Liberal discount 
Box S48. ' 

101 IDEAS for Christmas Presents Id. stamp 
" Craftwork,” Station Rd.. Melchester. 

HAMMOCK, cheap for cash. Almost new. Box 
H19. 

EVERYTHING FOR FRETWORKERS. Illus¬ 
trated Catalogue free. Toyland, Church St 
Birmingham 3. 

23. Write a postcard to your mother to tell her you 

have arrived safely after a journey. J 

24. Write a postcard to congratulate a friend on some 

success. 1UC 


25. Take one of the letters written in a previous 
exercise, decide what you would leave out or what 
changes you would make if you wrote a postcard 
instead of a letter, and write the postcard. 
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26. Think of some occasion (not a sad one) on which 
you would need to send a telegram. Examine a form, 
and write the telegram. Count your words to calculate 
the cost. 

27. Draft a telegram to summon your brother who is 
on holiday to return home. Provide a good reason. 

28. You have seen your mother to the station, just 
too late to catch the train. Draft a telegram to your 
uncle who is expecting her so that he will not meet the 
wrong train and will not be worried. 

29. Examine the illustration opposite, and answer 
the following questions: 

(1) What ways are used to tell pedestrians 
where to cross the street ? 

( 2 ) What do the signs on the lamp-posts in¬ 
dicate ? 

( 3 ) What is the square erection opposite the 
lamp-post on the left-hand side ? 

( 4 ) What is the round cylinder on the right- 
hand side of the road ? 

(5) Why is the lorry driving in the middle of 
the road ? 

( 6 ) Is the private car on the left of the picture 
doing anything wrong ? 

( 7 ) What law is the cyclist breaking ? 

( 8 ) Why does the law make that action illegal ? 

( 9 ) How many people are risking life and limb 
purely through their own foolishness ? 

( 10 ) What example is there of risk to life and 
limb caused by other people’s carelessness ? 
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30 . Examine the illustration on p. 79 (reproduced 
by kind permission of the Order of the Road) and find 
fifty examples of definite breaches of the Highway Code 
or actions of thoughtlessness that put the doer or other 
road users in danger. A systematic examination on 
these lines is recommended : 

(1) Take each section or branch of a road in 
turn, and find what signs are there to guide and 
warn road users, and what provision is made to 
enable pedestrians to cross in safety. 

(2) Imagine what new positions would be taken 
up by moving vehicles and by all road users in 

ten seconds' time. 

(3) Examine the position of each stationary 
vehicle. 

(4) Notice how the position of each moving 

vehicle affects that of other vehicles. 

(5) Where a driver of a vehicle is ooserving the 
Highway Code, see if his passengers are doing the 

right thing. 
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1. Read this account (written by a boy of eleven) 
and answer the questions below : 

Mending a Puncture 

When the inner tube has been removed from the 
wheel, inflate it. Get your bowl of water and care¬ 
fully dip the inflated tube into this. Pull the tube 
round, so that, eventually, all the tube has been 
under water. While you are passing it through 
the water, small bubbles will arise from a spot on 
the tube. Carefully mark this spot. 

Select a sticky patch from your outfit which will 
suit the size and position of the puncture. With 
the copying-ink pencil provided in the outfit draw 
an area round the puncture which the patch will 
just cover. 

Put solution on this area, and let it nearly dry. 
After this has been performed clap the sticky 
patch on the area covered. Put french chalk on 
any solution left round the sides. Now replace the 
tube and cover. 

(i) How many points has the writer included 

that you would have forgotten ? 

(ii) How many points has the writer forgotten 

that you would have included ? 

(iii) There are two things in the process that lazy 
people might want to leave out. What are they • 
Suggest sentences you might add to this account so 
that readers would understand why they were 

important. . . ? 

(iv) Why is the account written in paragraphs r 

(v) How often does the writer use then t 
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2. Give an example from your own experience of 
performing some action of one of the following : 

(а) Failure caused by poor instructions. 

( б ) Failure caused by not following instructions. 

(c) Awkwardness caused by not having every¬ 
thing ready at the right time. 

(d) Trouble caused by not knowing the right 
quantities to use or the right length of time to wait 
or the exact amount of force to use. 

3. These simple operations have been described by 
children of ten to eleven, and the subjects were chosen 
by themselves. Before they wrote the account they 
made a list of (a) things needed at the start, ( b) things 
needed during the process, (c) points where people often 
go wrong. Choose one subject and work out the lists 
needed to make the account really useful and accurate : 

(a) How to make 1 h lbs. of treacle toffee. ( 6 ) How 
to judge distances and heights, (c) How to over¬ 
haul a bicycle, (d) How to make a jig-saw puzzle. 

(e) How to make a copy of a map without using 
tracing paper. (/) How to make a model sub¬ 
marine. ( g ) How to make chips. ( h ) How to make 
bread, (i) How to make a garden seat, (j) How 
to make Christmas cake (six loaves). (£) How to 
make ten scones. (/) How to lay a fire, (m) How 
to make a pin-hole camera, (n) How to make 
trifle for eight people, (o) How to make a simple 
spirit-level, {p) How to sole shoes. ( 9 ) How to 
mark out a football pitch, (r) How to get the field 
ready for cricket. (s) How to skin a rabbit. 
(0 How to make a lawn-sweeper, (u) How to 
make a rug. ( v) How to make a wheelbarrow. 

4. Choose one of the subjects in Exercise 3 (not the 
one you chose before), make a list of things to keep in 
mind and write the account. 
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5. Give a clear and exact account of how to mend 
one of the following : 

A bucket, a kettle, a wheelbarrow with a broken 
handle, scissors, a dripping tap, a leaky hot water 
bottle, a leaking tent, a hammer with a loose head. 

6 . Give a clear and exact account of how to take care 
of one of the following : 

Your teeth, your health, poultry, rabbits, a lawn 
mower, a gramophone, a sewing machine, a bicycle. 

7. Find a good title for these ten commandments : 

(i) Come late—so that you don't have to 
stand up for other people. 

(ii) Don't buy your programme until you’ve 
settled down. 

(iii) If you buy anything, always offer the 
largest coin you have, ii you haven’t a note to 
display. 

(iv) Don’t bother to see you have the right 
seats—it's the attendant's job. 

(v) Stand up to take off your overcoat. 

(vi) When you’re standing, have a good look 
round and wave vigorously to anybody you know. 

(vii) Put your feet on the back of the seat in 
front of you. 

(viii) As soon as people are in danger of for¬ 
getting you, start unwrapping chocolates. 

(ix) Let everybody know you've seen the 
actors before in another play. 

(x) Warn everybody what is going to happen— 

** Oh 1 this is where he stabs her with a darning 
needle." 

8 . Make up a list of ten commandments (serious or 
sarcastic) for one of the following : 
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Library users, spectators at a football match, 
travellers by bus or tram or train, cyclists, 
gardeners. 

9 . Explain why these actions are bad : 

Laughing at boys or girls who make mistakes in 
class, laughing at people who stammer, laughing at 
or staring at people who are crippled or deformed. 

10. Many of the little laws of behaviour are based on 
the idea that the stronger should give way to or show 
consideration for the weaker— e.g. a motor driver should 
stop to allow a horse-drawn vehicle to pass in front 
of him. Give as many other examples as you can. 

11. Imagine that you have to write an account of one 
day in the life of the world’s most selfish man. What 
would you make him do in the following cases ? 

(a) Waiting for a bus. (6) In the bus a man gets 
up to offer his seat to a woman. ( c) In a library. 
{d) At a jumble sale, (e) At a football match. 
if) At a meal, (g) Any other opportunity for 
making sure he was all right. 

12. You are making a film and want to show how 
a gentleman in captivity is disgusted by the bad 
manners of the gaoler with whom he has to live and eat. 
W hat would you make the gaoler do ? 

13. What is there wrong (apart from the question of 
whether it is breaking the law or not) about the follow¬ 
ing actions ? 

Having no lamp on a cycle after sunset, having 
no bell or horn on a cycle, turning in front of the 
traffic without giving a signal, applying brakes 
without giving a signal, riding a cycle out of the 
school gates mstead of dismounting, hanging on to 
the back of a lorry, giving a friend a lift on the 
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crossbar of a bicycle, cyclists riding three or four 
abreast. 

14. Why, apart from the question of risking your own 
life, should you not do the following ? 

Play " last across," play football in the streets, 
step off the pavement without looking. 

15. Show that it is possible for a boy to make people 
think the worst of himself and his school after being 
with him in a bus for five minutes. 

16. Show that each of these school rules is based on 
common sense : 

(a) Changing for games or gymnasium. (6) Wear¬ 
ing indoor shoes, (c) Wearing aprons for wood¬ 
work or overalls for domestic science, {d) Bringing 
a health certificate after a holdiay. (e) Bringing a 
note to explain absence. 

17. Answer as many as you can of the following 
questions about the Postal System : 

(a) When can you send a postcard for one half¬ 
penny ? 

(b) When can you send an envelope and its con¬ 
tents for one halfpenny ? 

(c) How much would it cost to send twelve 

pounds of apples by parcel post ? 

(d) How much would it cost your uncle to send 
you fifty shillings (i) in postal orders, (ii) by regis¬ 
tered letter, (iii) by money order ? 

(e) Why should the counterfoil of a postal order 

be filled in and kept ? 

(J) Why should you enclose with every parcel a 
copy of *he label and your own name and address . 

18. Read the following—one half of a telephone con¬ 
versation. Suggest what the listener might have said. 
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Point out all the errors and omissions made by the 
speaker. Rewrite his part of the conversation as it 
should be. 

Is that you ?- 

Oh ! Didn’t I give my name ? Smith. — 

You want my address, too ? Why, everybody 
knows me.- 

Oh I Very well. 11 Church Lane, Thorple. - 

Yes, that’s right. Now I want two seats for 

Saturday. - 

The matinee, of course.- 

Upper Circle. Three and sixpence. I suppose. - 

When does “ Aladdin ” finish ? I want to order a 
taxi.- 

You’re not giving “Aladdin”? Well I don't 
want the seats. I'll ring up the Hippodrome. 

[Replaces receiver.] 

19. Say aloud the words you should use if you were 
telephoning on one of the following occasions : 

(а) You are the only passenger in a bus which 

has run into a bridge. Driver and conductor are 
injured. 

(б) You are telephoning from a post office in a 
big town to your father to ask for money as your 
pocket has been picked. 

(c) You are telephoning to your brother. A 
telegram has come asking him to go to London at 
once. (Invent times, places, names and reasons ) 

(d) Ordering a tent to be sent at once to vour 

home. J 

(<r) Announcing news of some success. 

(f) Reserving accommodation at a hoarding 
house or hotel. 5 


J?- Re ?. d W printed parts of this form and carefully 
compare the mformation that is given with the informal 
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tion that is asked for. Point out any mistakes, explain 



APPLICATION FOR LIBRARY TICKET 

(All names should be printed in capitals.) 

Surname, Dick. Christian Name, Turpin. 

Date of birth, 10-11-25. 

School you are now attending, On holiday. 

Name of Parent or Guardian, Mr. Turpin. 

Address, Long Street. 

Signature of Parent or Guardian, 11 August 1935. 
Date, Dick Turpin. 

21. Imagine you are one of the following, and draw 
up a form so that it would be easy for applicants to fill 
it up and give you all the information you require : 

(а) A headmaster considering having a school 
orchestra. 

(б) A schoolmaster running a camp. 

(c) A voluntary worker establishing a Boys' Club. 
A chemist in a seaside town lending out 
cameras. 


WORD MAKING 


1. Each sentence has a word in italics, and two or 
more blank spaces. In each blank insert a word formed 
from the word in italics. Take the words you insert 
and say what they are and what 1 bey mean. 

Eg. Solomon was wise ; therefore he acted ; 

that is, he showed in all his doings. (1) Wisely : 
means “in a wise manner,” and is an adverb. (2) 
Wisdom : means ” the state or quality of being wise,” 
and is a noun. 


(а) The just judge was proud of the excel¬ 
lence of his , and would his methods and 
decisions if anyone challenged them. 

(б) The pastry was rich— indeed, its was too 

much for Jack, who was ill, though he de¬ 

served it, for he had three helpings. 

(c) After a long search we found him looking 
very cool, enjoying the of the crypt, and when 
we rebuked Inm for leaving us he answered 
“ I just came here to myself.” 

(d) We know he is everywhere for the 

extent of his said the one. 

{e) “ Carry your bag, sir ? ” said a boy as I left 
the , but I had no bag—only a 

2. Examine the words under each number, and bv 
using them m sentences and seeing the work they do 
decide what part of speech the words in each groupware : 


. <>>, . (2) (3) 

simple simply simplicity 
preferable preferably preference 


(4) 


(5) 


raging 

governed 

studious 

boyish 


ragingly rage 

government governor 
studiously study student 

boyishly boyhood boy 

»7 


simpleton simplify 

prefer 


enrage 

govern 

study 
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3. Examine the words of the previous list and the 
sentences in which you used them, and suggest what 
these endings mean ( e.g. dom in wisdom might be said 
to mean “ the state or quality of ") : 

-ly, -able, -ous, -ish, -ence, -ment, -hood, -or, -ent 
-fy. 

4. Find an example of the following from the list in 
Exercise 2 : 

(a) A word that is enlarged by adding something 
to the front. 

( b ) A word that has two parts added to the end. 

5. Take each ending in Exercise 3 and make another 
example of a word formed by adding that ending to a 
word. If you take -ish, “ fish ” is not an example, but 
44 foolish " is, because “ fool ” itself is a word. 


6 . Arrange the words of each group under the right 
heading : 

Abstract Noun 

Adjective Adverb Noun (Name of Verb 

(What (In what (What Person or (What^ 

kind ?) 


Adverb 
(In what 


manner ?) quality ?) 
wisely wisdom 


Noun 
(Name of 
Person or 
thing) 
wiseacre 


Verb 
(What 
action ?) 


wise wisely wisdom wiseacre 

(a) Friend, befriend, friendly, friendship. 

( b ) Satisfy, satisfaction, satisfactory, satisfac¬ 
torily. . , . 

(c) Hater, hate, hated, hatred, hater 

(d) Search, searchingly, search, searcher, search- 

%) Detected, detective, detect, detection. 

(f) Credit, credit, creditor, creditable. 

(g) Strength, strengthen, strong, strongly. 

(A) Play, play, player, playfully, pla'-fiil. 

(0 Filler, fill, full, fullness, fully. 

(J) Celebrity, celebrate, celebration, celebrated. 
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7. Collect from your table made in Exorcise 6 
examples of (a) endings meaning “ state or quality of," 
( 6 ) endings meaning " one who does.” 

8 . Give new examples of words enlarged by adding 
these endings to words you already know : 

-fy, -or, -er, -th, -ful. 

9. The words in group (j) of Exercise 6 show changes 
of pronunciation caused by moving the stress or em¬ 
phasis— e.g. ceLEBrity, CELebrate, celeBRAtion, CEL- 
ebrated. Arrange the words of these groups under the 
same headings and mark the syllable that takes the 
stress by underlining the letters of that syllable : 

{a) Advertise, advertising, advertisement, ad¬ 
vertiser. 

(b) Mysterious, mystery, mystify, mysteriously. 

(c) Economy, economise, economical. 

(d) Photographer, photograph, photography, 
photographic. 


10. Form as many words as you can from the given 
word. (Y ou may have to change J ^e vowel whether 
you add anything or not.) Arrange the words you form 
in columns as in Exercise 6 and Exercise 9— e.g. strong, 
strength, strongly, strengthen: 

Wide, choose, lose, hot, deep. 


11. Suggest examples of the following and give the 
meaning of each example : 

{a) Words ending in -ist, which mean “ One who 
does something "— e.g. Dentist—one who does 
something with teeth. 

{b) Words ending in -ee, which mean “ One 
whom you do something to "—e.g. Referee—one 
whom you refer to for a decision. 


(c) Words ending in -ary or -ory, which mean 
place for e.g. Oratory—a place for praying. 
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{d) Words ending in -en, which mean “ made of " 
— e.g. Wooden—made of wood. 

12. Examine the meaning of the words in each group, 
and suggest what the part in italics means : 

(а) Trans —transatlantic, transparent, transport, 
transact. 

(б) Sub —submarine, subaltern, subtract, sub¬ 
terranean. 

(c) Post —postpone, postscript, P.S. 

(d) Re —refer, refund, renew, renovate. 

(e) Inter —interval, intermediate, interrupt. 

13. Suggest words formed from these foreign words 
that indicate numbers, and explain them if you can * 

One—Uni- (Latin), mono (Greek). 

Two—Bi, Bis- (Latin). 

Three—Tri-, Tre- (Latin). 

Four—Quadr- (Latin). 

Ten—Dec-, Deci- (Latin). 

Hundred—Cent- (Latin). 

Thousand—Mill- (Latin). 

14. Form as many new words as you can from each 
word by adding : 

Select, peril, black, gay, humour, depend, suspect, 
man, beauty, reflect, admire, danger. 

15. By adding parts to the beginning of these words 
make words which are opposite in meaning or which 
add " not " to the meaning, e.g. trust—distrust: 

Known, elegant, legal, patient, regular, appear, 
perfect, even, ability, possible. 


EXPRESSION 


1. Examine each sentence and find one word to 
replace th* words in italics without changing the 
meaning : 

{a) As he had no torch he felt about as one does in 
the dark for the matches. 

(6) On seeing the new filly, the colt made a soft 
whining sound. 

(c) After the attack we examined the door and 
found it pierced in many places with shot. 

(< d) The soldiers saw the spy in the heather and 
approached carefully to catch him. 

(f) The father was annoyed to see his daughter 
smile in a silly way. 

(J) The candle shone unsteadily, as if ready to 
go out. 

(g) The boat had no chance if it was empty so 
they used sand as something to make it more stable. 

(A) The medicine was unpleasant and made him 
swallow it quickly with an effort. 

(0 The kettle was kept just below boiling point 
on the hob. 

0) The headlights confused by their overpowering 
brilliance the walker in the country lane. 

2 . Sometimes you cannot think of the exact word you 
want, but can find another that is nearly as good 
Read these sentences and suggest other words you 
could use if you could not remember the one in italics : 

(а) The man’s face was familiar, but I could not 
remember his name. 

(б) The last of the garrison refused to yield. 
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(e) His bad behaviour vexed his parents con¬ 
siderably. 

(i d) The task he was set was very dangerous. 

(e) The clerk’s error caused much trouble. 

(/) The latest model is certainly too expensive. 

\g) The excuse he made was not the real reason. 

( h ) When we measured the ground, we found his 
estimate wrong. 

(i) Only a rash man would prophesy his career. 

(f) His three assailants quickly overpowered him. 

8 . Read this passage carefully, and then choose from 
the list below the best word for each gap : 

Old-fashioned serving men (1) in cups, flagons, 
bottles, yea barrels of liquor. All (2), (3), (4) and 
(5), doing as little service with as much tumult as 
could well be imagined. Whips (6) to intimidate 
the dogs, steps (7) and voices (8) the guests' 
arrival. The hubbub among the servants rather 
(9) than (10) as this crisis (11); some (12) to make 
haste, others to take time ; some (13) to stand 
out of the way, some to close round the table, some 
(14) to open, some to shut a pair of folding doors 
which (15) the room from a sort of gallery. The 
doors were opened at length, and in (16) curs and 

Rushed, clattered, tramped, jostled announced, 
cracked, kicked, increased, divided, plunged, 
brought, diminished, approached, exhorted, called, 

bawled. 

4. From each group in brackets choose the word best 
fitted to fill the gap : 

As we (fought, struggled, forged) on, nearer and 
nearer to the sea, from which the mighty wind 
was blowing dead on shore, its force became more 

and more terrific. Long before we ( es P‘ ed - 
saw) the sea, its spray was on our hps, and (showered, 
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sprayed, splashed) salt rain upon us. The water 
was out, over miles of the flat country, and every 
sheet and puddle (whipped, lashed, smote) itr 
banks, and had its little stress of breakers setting 
heavily towards us. 

5. Suggest other verbs that might be used instead 
of the ones given in Exercise 3, and compare them with 
the ones given. 

6. Suggest adjectives that might be used instead of 
those in Exercise 4. 

7. Suggest adjectives you can use with these nouns 
instead of the very much overworked word “ nice ” : 

Day, dish, meal, smell, handwriting, book, play, 
part in a play, illustration, idea, move in a game 
of chess or draughts, title for a story, picnic spot, 
photograph, chair, ride, fire, design in needlework, 
flower, turf, crop. 

8 . For each noun suggest three adjectives to show 
degrees of “ niccness." The word for the best should 
come last, eg. A's handwriting is satisfactory, B's is 
pleasing, C’s is perfect : 

Painting, dribbling in football or hockey, features, 
garden, pudding. 

9* Suggest better ways of expressing your disgust by 
using other words to replace the ones in italics : 

A dry book, a rotten film, a poor game, beastly 
weather, he had an awful time, a terrible task, a 
mouldy programme, a dirty shame. 

10. Find for each of the following a verb that gives a 
good idea of the pace at which they travel : 

A snail, a motor lorry, the “ Bluebird,” a yacht, 
a speedboat, a lame man, a very old man, a man 
walking in a hurry, a runner. 
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11. Find for each of the following a verb that suggests 
both speed of moving and the noise made in travelling : 

An old cart with unoiled springs, an aeroplane, a 
lorry full of empty milk cans, a road roller, a sports 
model of a motor car, a bullet, an elephant in a 
jungle, an engine of a slow goods train. 

12. Find one verb to express the ideas of the words 
in italics : 

The old fat woman walked like a duck, the prim old 
maid walked like a bird, the thief cayne like a snake 
into the room, he made his way to the front of the 
crowd like a crawling thing, he went for the other 
man as if he had wings. 

13. What words would you use instead of " said ” 
to give the reader a clear idea of the voice of each of the 
following ? 

An angry crowd, a crowd that is very pleased, a 
crowd speaking indistinctly, a man trying to speak 
a message so that only one person can hear, a man 
trying to speak to someone a hundred yards away, 
a drowning man, a sergeant-major giving orders, a 
man in pain, a rich idler, a very young child, a 
very old man, a very nervous speaker, a man who 
keeps his voice on one note all the tune, a man in 
anger, a man who is amused, a beggar telling a 
pitiful tale, a man who cannot believe what has 
just been told to him, a man who in his anger talks 
at the top of his voice. 

14. Complete each sentence by supplying a word 
opposite in meaning to the one in italics : 

(a) In the morning the lake was calm ; at even¬ 
ing it had become-. 

(b) Some praised the building and some-tne 

architect. 
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(e) He was so sly that-people distrusted him. 

( d) His servants said he was mean but his friends 

thought him -. 

(e) He destroyed the defences but - temples 

and churches. 

15. Suggest two or more words that seem opposite 
in meaning to the one in italics and then choose the one 
which is exactly opposite : 

Crude oil, a slender chance, a gradual approach, a 
vicious animal, a tender piece of beef, an elegant 
person, a varied programme, he breathed out, 
accelerate, a bleak prospect, the metal contracted 
when the temperature was lowered, a transparent 
piece of glass, go ahead, search systematically, a 
clear statement, deny a rumour, a permanent 
measure, help one another, reveal the answer, 
arrest a man. 

16. Turn each sentence round so that the person or 
thing that receives the action becomes the subject of the 
new sentence : 

t.g. The boy found the information (given) ; 

The information was found by the boy (new form). 

(а) A tramp set the haystack on fire. 

(б) His sister in Aberdeen sent the telegram. 

(c) He hid his cap in an old tree trunk at dead 
of night. 

(i) My grandfather grew these flowers in his 
greenhouse. 

(e) Have you carefully read the instructions on 
the packet ? 

17. Which of the sentences in Exercise 16 seemed 
clearer or more natural in the old form than in the new 
one ? 

18. Turn each sentence round so that the doer be¬ 
comes the subject of the new one : 
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c.g. This machine was built by a world-famous firm 

(given). 

A world-famous firm built this machine (new form). 

(a) The offer of a park was gratefully accepted 
by the councillors. 

(&) The drifting ship was towed home by a 
London tug. 

(c) The prize may be won by any of you. 

(d) In a few years his invention will be praised 
by all. 

(e) Has your model been tested by experts ? 


19. Which of the sentences in Exercise 18 were 
clearer or more natural in the old form than in the new 
one ? 


20. Improve these sentences by placing at the be¬ 
ginning of the sentence one or more of the phrases that 
now come at the end : 

(a) He sent his servant away before dawn to 
fetch the news after spending an anxious night. 

(ft) The note was dropped in the letter box by 
the messenger after sunset without arousing sus¬ 
picion. 

(c) Make me a hole in that wall by the gate 
before my return as quickly as possible to save 

time. 

21. Find out the most important word in each sen¬ 
tence and rearrange the sentence so that the word 
comes where it is more noticeable—at the begmmng or 


end: 

c.g. I will speak not a word against my master, you 
Not^a word against my master will I speak, you 


tyrants. 

(a) The name “Crafty Joe 
the villagers. 


was given to him by 
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(6) You can torture me if you will, but you won’t 
learn my secret. 

(c) That city had a great fall. 

(d) He suddenly shouted for help. 

(e) I blame you for the loss of the ship. 

(/) We want money, not advice. 

(g) His instructions were “ Stop for nothing." 

(h) The man who knocked him down was Blank, 
but I should never have suspected him of it. 

22. Turn into exclamations : 

(a) His parents must be very proud of him. 

(b ) Your dog is very dirty. 

(c) It was a very foolish thing to lose the key. 
{d) We are going to have a good time at camp. 

23. Complete these sentences by adding ideas to 
balance or contrast with the ones already given : 

(а) God made the country and - made the 

(б) More-,-speed. 

(c) One man’s meat is-man's-. 

( d) Easy-, easy-. 

(e) -not,-not. 

24. The ideas of a phrase can often be expressed in 
many ways— e.g. at daybreak : at sunrise, as the sun was 
rising, when the day began, when the cocks had finished 
crowing, as the lirst rays of the sun could be seen. 
Suggest several other ways of expressing the idea of 
each phrase : 

After sunset, by the cross-roads, at the top of the 
tree, miles away, without a doubt, lor no other 
reason, to my surprise. 

25. Express the ideas of each sentence in as many 
ways as you can : 

(a) J was disgusted by all the litter in the park. 
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(6) Only the most reliable men are appointed as 
cage winders. 

(c) All this seems very unnecessary. 

{d) I consider it a waste of time. 

(e) The work must be done at once if we are to 
keep our promise. 

(/) His handshake was an iron-like grip. 

( g) Once you have found the puncture, all is 
easy. 

(h) I grew tired of waiting for the doctor. 

(i) He couldn’t see his followers anywhere. 

( j) I am rather surprised to see you at home. 

26. Join the ideas of each group in as many ways as 
you can : 

e.g. He missed the catch. He threw the ball in wildly. 
He missed the catch and threw the ball in wildly. 
Besides missing the catch, he threw the ball in 
wildly. 

Not only did he miss the catch, but he threw the 
ball in wildly. 

In addition to missing the catch, he threw the ball 
in wildly. 

He followed up his first slip—missing the catch— 
by another—throwing the ball in wildly. 

(a) The office-boy did not post the letter. He 
did not tell his employer he had forgotten. 

( b) It thundered. It lightened. 

(c) We shall stay at home. We can listen to the 

broadcast. 

(d) The leader did not expect him so soon. The 
leader did not expect him to be successful. 

(e) He took the pass neatly. He scored a goal. 

27. Join the alternatives in each group in more than 
one way : 

e.g. Watch your step. You will be in trouble. 
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Watch your step or you will be in trouble. 

If you do not watch your step, you will be in 
trouble. 

Unless you watch your step, you will be in trouble. 
You will be in trouble, should you not watch your 
step. 

(a) Give me your money. You will lose your life. 

(b) Hold your tongue. Worse will follow. 

(c) He is a fool. He is a knave. 

(d) Tell us the right road. We shall not get out 
by dark. 

28. Join the contrasting statements of each group in 
as many ways as you can : 

c.g. He means well. His work is poor. 

He means well, but his work is poor. 

Although he means well, his work is poor. 

His work is poor, even though he means well. 
However good his intentions are, his work is poor. 
His work is poor, despite his good intentions. 

(a) His sympathy was aroused. He had no 
money. 

(b) The visitors came late. The party had not 
started. 

(c) We read the book. We have forgotten the 
story. 

(d) They rushed at the fort. It was in vain. 

(e) You can lead a horse to the water. You can¬ 
not make him drink. 

if) Three times he knocked. No answer was 
made. 

29. Join the ideas of each group (one half giving the 
cause, the other the result) in as many ways as you can : 

Th ® b [g Ver rose 9 ^ckly. The road became impass- 
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The river rose quickly, making the road impassable. 
The road was impassable as the river had risen 
quickly. 

The road became impassable because of the sudden 
rising of the river. 

The sudden rising of the river made the road 
impassable. 

(a) The pitch was flooded. The match was 
cancelled. 

( b ) No one remembered the password. We were 
not admitted. 

(c) Young trees were damaged. The park was 
closed. 

( d) Your watch is wrong. We have missed the 
train. 

(e) They did not listen. They missed the chief 
item. 

(/) You have been very patient. You can go 
at once. 

( g ) The handwriting was neat. Everyone was 
delighted. 

30. Rewrite this passage so that all the sentences are 
not the same in length and do not all start in the same 
way : 

He went some distance from the town. He went 
into the wilds. He did not take a rifle. He came 
upon a group of lions. He counted them. He 
found there were seven. He saw a fairly deep 
pool of water near by. He jumped m. He was in 
before the lions realised he had moved. He was up 
to his neck in water. He bobbed his head under 
every now and again. He saw the lions were stifl 
there. He saw they were solemnly sitting round 
the pool. He kept on bobbing up and down. 
He did this for an hour. He saw the lions at last 

march majestically away. 
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1. Read through the examples given and insert the 
right word or the right form in the blanks : 

(1) There is some delay about their passports. 
They may not be able to go there 

(When the word you want means “ at that 
place ” or “ to that place " it is always spelt-. 

When the word you want means “ of them ” or 
“ belonging to them ” it is always spelt-. 

When the word you want does not mean “ of 
them " and is not quite the same as “ at (to) that 
place,” but seems to act as subject of a verb " to 

be,” it is always spelt -. E.g. - has been 

trouble. -may be a chance.) 

(2) There’s no mistake about its home— it's theirs. 

When the word you want is short for ” there is ” 

or “ there has ” it is always spelt-. 

When the word you want means “ of them ” or 
“ belonging to them,” and is not used as an adjec¬ 
tive, it is always spelt-. 

When the word you want means “ of it,” it is 
always spelt-, without an apostrophe. 

When the word you want means “ it is ” or “ it 

has ” it is always spelt-, the apostrophe being 

needed to show-. 

(3) To-day we lie on our backs ; yesterday we 
lay on the ground ; to-morrow we shall lie in bed • 
we have lain on all kinds of surfaces, and we are 
always lying. 

To-day we lay linoleum ; yesterday we laid 
carpets ; to-morrow we shall lay oilcloth ; we have 
lend all kinds of floor coverings, and are always 
laying them. J 
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(If the verb means " put itself (themselves, etc.) " 
or " placed myself (yourselves, etc.) ” the present 

tense is I (you, we, they)-, he (she, it)-: 

the past tense is I (you, he, we, they)-: the 

continuous tenses ( i.e . those that end in -ing) are 
always formed by adding part of the verb to be, 
he is-ing. 

If the verb means “ to place ” and the thing that 
is placed is not the same as the subject (e.g. hens 

lay eggs), the present tense is I (you, we, they)-, 

he (she, it)-: the past tense is I (you, he, we, 

they)-: the continuous tense is formed from 

-ing ; the passive form is based on -, as in 

“ The egg is new-). 

(4) Two of us went too slowly to catch the train. 
(If the word you want is the spelling of the 

figure 2, it is always spelt-. 

If the word you want means *' more than 
sufficient ” or “ over ” or " excessively,” it is 
always spelt-. 

If the word is part of the infinitive or means ” in 
the direction of,” it is always spelt--.) 

(5) Keep quiet —there's quite enough noise already. 
(If the word you want means ” sufficiently ” or 

“ exactly,” or is used as an adverb, it is always 
spelt-. 

If the word you want means ” calm ” or ” noise¬ 
less,” and is used as an adjective, it is always 

spelt-.) , 

(6) " Keep off the grass.” ” It’s no business oj 

yours 
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(If the word you want has the sound of " f " 
and is opposite in meaning to " on,” it is always 

spelt-- 

If the word you want has the sound ol 
and shows possession or connection, it is always 

spelt--•) 
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2. Read these sentences, and after examining the 
words in italics, their spelling and the way they are 
used, suggest rules which will help you to avoid 
mistakes : 

(7) Have you read the book in the red cover ? 

(8) Here is the man who shouted, “ Hear / 
Hear ! " 

(9) We will lead you to the lead —the other 
man led you astray. 

(10) The flower that was near the mill was 
almost covered with flour dust. 

(11) The course is over two miles long and ends 
near the spot where we found that patch of coarse 
cloth in the coarse grass. 

(12) “ It was quite right of you to write to me,” 
said the wheelwright. 

(13) The plane was flying low over Salisbury 
Plain and was very plain to see. 

(14) Some boys could not do the sum. 

(15) Handcuffs of steel were on the wrists of those 
who had tried to steal the money. 

(16) He was on the quay before he realised he had 
left his key. 

(17) He rode his horse on the grass between the 
road and the canal and talked to the man who 
rowed his boat. 

(IS) He was so fond of sowing, so his wife grew 
fond of sewing. 

(19) The heir to the dukedom tore his hair with 
an air of disgust as the hare escaped. 

(20) By the way, be guided by me and don't buy 

by the pound. J 


3. In each sentence is a word in italics. In the blank 

insert another word that is spelt differently but has the 
same, or nearly the same, sound : 

(21) He threw the stool- 


- the window. 
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(22) Father, I am tired and can go no-. 

(23) We must-the carpet as soon as its 

owners die. 

(24) The cloth was ruined and the dyer was in 
-trouble. 

(25) “Who -? I don’t know. It’s all one to 

me." 

(26) The morn broke and many began to-. 

(27) I can’t-to look at the trees when they're 

bare. 

(28) The-could not tell me which man had 

poisoned the cattle. 

(29) -you like it or not, a - is simply a 

sheep, just as weather is something we grumble 
about. 

(30) I never-the old motto V Practice makes 

perfect.” 

(31) The -he gave was praised by his rival 

in the council. 

4. In front of each sentence is a letter which should 
be put in front of one or more of the words in italics. 
Read the sentences carefully and say where the letter 
should go. 

(32) (h) It is proved that the dagger is is. 

(33) (h) The old cricketer cried, “ It it.” 

(34) (h) I clasped liis and and his and was cold. 

(35) (h) As I walk about I see what he as been 

doing as well as anyone else. 

(36) (k) It is not easy to saw through a not. 

(37) (k) The night did not ride up until night. 

(38) (k) Now you should now all there is to 

now. 

5. Say which of the two words in brackets should be 

used, and, if you can, explain why : 

(39) There goes the dog (what, which) stole my 

dinner. 
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(40) Anyone (whose, who’s) in doubt should ask 
a policeman (whose, who’s) job it is to answer 
questions. 

(41) Stay here (while, until) I tell you to move, 
and listen to me (while, until) I talk. 

(42) The younger brother differs from the eldest, 
and both are different (to, from) their cousins. 

(43) He spent half an hour comparing me (to, 
with) his son. 

(44) The reason for the breakdown is (because, 
that) the machine was not oiled. 

(45) One sometimes feels that (one, they) (does, 
do) not get fair treatment from (one’s, their) own 
friends. 

(46) No one seems to like (this, these) kind of 
fruit. 

(47) Do you prefer football (to, than) cricket ? 

(48) It is (warmer, more warmer) when the fire 
is poked. 

(49) He (ought not to, didn't ought to) say such 
things. 

(50) The newsboy (was stood, was standing) by 
the entrance. 

(51) We (were sitting, were sat) in the front row. 


u 
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1. From the following list pick out (a) the words of 
one syllable, (6) the words of two syllables, (c) the words 
of three syllables, e.g. 1 syllable, ice ; 2 syllables, icy; 
3 syllables, icicle : 

Butter, cheese, cheeses, unduly, splutter, I, double, 
underneath, strength, strengthen, strengthened, 
strengthening. 

2. Expand each word, first into one of two syllables, 
secondly into one of three syllables : 

Dream, due, heart, weak, daunt, joy, flinch. 

3. When a word has more than one syllable, one is 
usually stressed more than the others, e.g. SYL-la-ble. 
Find which syllable takes the stress in these words : 

Parliament, unjustly, turpentine, alas, abominable, 
indispensable, unusually, almanac, mathematics. 

4. Rearrange the words of each line so that the 
stressed syllables come at regular intervals according to 
this pattern : 

One TWO one TWO one TWO one TWO one 
TWO 

As HE went HOME one WINtry NIGHT 

(а) The dark fortress the attacked King 

(б) At said he not could all read he 

(c) Heaven's hill now climbing is the sweet moon 

(d) Sheltered the archway place beneath was the a 

5. Rearrange the words in each line so that the 

stressed syllables make this pattern . 

One two THREE one two THREE one two 

THREE 
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If you DIVE from the LOFTiest STAGE 

(a) To sing a carol have all of the spring flowers 

( b) Green grows now the heather engraved on 
the stone that's 

(c) My coursers all to recline loth were brink 
on precipice the of the grim 

(d) By Helvellyn side of the a breast spring on 
of the 

6. Rearrange the words in each line so that the 
stressed syllables make this pattern : 

ONE two ONE two ONE two ONE two 
SO he PUT his GUN beSIDE him 

(а) The woodland cheer thou shalt spread 

(б) You sit so sadly tell me why 

(c) A puzzle children often like 

(d) A basket cupboard near stood the a 

(e) Were successful methods most gentle the 

7. Rearrange the words in each line so that the 
stressed syllables make this pattern : 

ONE two three ONE two three ONE two three 
LANCashire FOLK praise up Liverpool 

(a) Above and below were flying splinters the 
troops 

{b) To-morrow gather around you the maidens 

(c) An omnibus thought could he charter Tom¬ 
linson 

{d) Not give him to it he said yet the clue us let 

8. Two words are said to rhyme when the endings 

lk u ,1°, SOund ’ e -8- now > Plough (“ plough '* and 
bough do not rhyme, nor do “ home ” and “ bone 
Fmd the words that rhyme in each group : 

(a) Day, bright, mule, write, tolls, flay, yule 
coals. J J 
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(b) Plough, bough, rough, dough, cough, though, 
lough,enough,tough. • 

(c) Plumb, zinc, made, glum, psalm, flayed, 
think, harm, paid, ma’am, ink, come. 

( d) Duly, single, hustle, truly, dapper, ingle, 
rustle, wrapper. 

9. Find as many words as you can to rhyme with each 
of the following : 

Keen, brought, off, offer, poker, ant, healthy, 
scribble, ache, icicle, verily, tenderness. 


10. Find the pattern of stressed syllables (i.e. the 
rhythm) of each line, and then add another line to 
continue the sense, follow the same pattern, and end 
in a word that will give a good rhyme, c.g. To “ Not a 
sound could we heir as we walked on our tots, we 
could add : " And we thought of our j6y when we'd 
captured our fots.” 

(a) I come with banner, brand, and bow 

(b) Dear Doctor, I don't like your pills 

(c) If you come across Caxton, just tell him from 


me 

M 

M 

if) 

(g) 
(*) 


Glorious was the purple heather 
The kettle sings a homely song 
Crocuses cheerfully thrust a way 
Pelicans carefully playing with plasticine 
Gravely then spoke out the leader 


11. Use each word in lines that are examples of the 
four different rhythms, c.g. Sandwiches . 

Sandwiches are right for picnics 

Sandwiches, table-cloth—all were packed readily 

Now don't forget to pack the sandwiches. 

Now the sandwiches satisfied Geraldine s appet 
Needlework, roundabouts, important, lemonade. 
Inverness. 
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12. Make up a number of verses of two lines each, 
rhyming together by completing the following : 

(а) The queerest thing I ever saw 

( б ) The queerest thing I ever heard 
(c) The queerest thing I ever felt 

(and as many more as you can). 

13. Make up a number of couplets (i.e. pairs of lines), 
one for each year : 

This lad when but a child of five 
Experimented with a hive. 

14. Make each group of two lines into a verse of four 
lines by adding two more of the same pattern of rhythm 
and making them rhyme : 

(а) O Dancing lesson, please begin. 

My toes all want to dance. 

( б ) We built a ship upon the stairs 

All made of the back bedroom chairs. 

(c) The High Street soldiers march away. 

Left 1 Left 1 beats out the drum. 

{d) Where shall we go in the family plane ? 

Eastward to Egypt or Southward to Spain? 
(e) So we lie round the fire and we hark to the 
wind 

As it wails in the gorse and it whips on the 
down. 

(/) As I had the toothache badly 
Out I went to see the dentist. 

15. Make up a number of four-line verses, one for 
each house in the street and its people : 

At number one lives Mrs. Brown, 

Who keeps a little shop. 

There you can buy an eiderdown 
Or just an acid drop. 
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16. Continue these opening lines : 

(а) As I sat by the hearthside 

Our old cat said to me : 

(б) If I could be a gypsy boy and have a caravan, 
I’d travel all the world, I would, before I was 

a man. 

(c) The sun was lost in a leaden sky. 

And the shore lay under our lee ; 

When a great sou’-wester hurricane high 
Came rollicking up the sea. 

{d) There came a thief one night to Robin's 
castle. 

He climbed up into a tree ; 

And sitting with his head among the branches 
A wondrous sight did see. 

(e) Old " Crusty ” Carter clenched his fist 
(/) “ Where are you going in such a big hurry ? " 
(g) I’ll tell you a tale of the laziest man 
(A) It was about the deep of night 
And still was earth and sky, 

When in the moonlight dazzling bright 
Three ghosts came riding by. 

($) Suppose . . . and suppose that a wild little 
Horse of Magic 

Came cantering out of the sky. 

With bridle of silver, and into the saddle I 
mounted 

To fly—and to fly. 

17 Imagine you are one of the following, and write 
a song for yourself {e.g. A dentist— “ My methods are 
painless, my wrist is so quick, etc.) . 

A detective, a hairdresser, a fruiterer, an ice-cream 
man, a steeplejack, a hunter, an umpire. 


PASSAGES TO STUDY 


1. Ogg, the son of Beorl, was a boatman, who gained 
a scanty living by ferrying passengers across the river 
Floss. And it came to pass, one evening when the winds 
were high, that there sat moaning by the brink of the 
river a woman with a child in her arms ; and she was 
clad in rags, and had a worn and withered look, and she 
craved to be rowed across the river. And the men there¬ 
about questioned her and said, “ Wherefore dost thou 
desire to cross the river ? Tarry till the morning, and 
take shelter here for the night ; so shalt thou be wise, 
and not foolish." Still she went on to mourn and crave. 
But Ogg the son of Beorl came up and said, ** I will 
ferry thee across : it is enough that thy heart needs it." 
And he ferried her across. And it came to pass, when 
she stepped ashore, that her rags were turned into robes 
of flowing white, and her face became bright with 
exceeding beauty, and there was a glory around it, so 
that she shed a light on the water like the moon in its 
brightness. And she said, " Ogg, the son of Beorl, thou 
art blessed in that thou didst not question and wrangle 
with the heart's need, but wast smitten with pity, and 
didst straightway relieve the same. And from hence¬ 
forth whoso steps into thy boat shall be in no peril 
from the storm ; and whenever it puts forth to the 
rescue, it shall save the lives both of men and beasts." 
And when the floods came, many were saved by reason 
of that blessing on the boat. But when Ogg, the son of 
Beorl, died, behold in the parting of his soul, the boat 
loosed itself from its mooring, and was floated with the 
ebbing tide in great swiftness to the ocean, and was seen 
no more 
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(i) Give a title to the passage. 

(ii) Write the story as Ogg would tell it, without 
using direct speech. (100 words.) 

(iii) Give an account of the mysterious happen¬ 
ings on the day of the death of Ogg. 

(iv) Suggest synonyms for the words in italics. 

(v) Examine the “ ands,” decide how many are 
merely attempts to give an old-fashioned air, and 
suggest what, if anything, would replace them in 
modern English. 


2. Prince John sat down impatiently before Arling- 
ford Castle in the hope of starving out the besieged ; 
but finding the duration of their supplies extend itself 
in an equal ratio with the prolongation of his hope, he 
made vigorous preparations for carrying the place by 
storm. He constructed an immense machine on wheels, 
which, being advanced to the edge of the moat, would 
lower a temporary bridge, of which one end would rest 
on the bank and the other on the battlements, and 
which, being well furnished with stepping boards, 
would enable his men to ascend the inclined plane with 
speed and facility. Matilda received intimation of this 
design by the usual friendly channel of a blunt arrow, 
which must either have been sent from some secret 
friend in the prince's camp, or from some vigorous 
archer beyond it ; the latter will not appear improbable, 
when we consider that Robin Hood and Little John 
could shoot two English miles and an inch point-blank. 

The machine was completed, and the ensuing morning 
fixed for the assault. Six men, relieved at intervals, 
kept watch over it during the night. Prince John retired 
to sleep, congratulating himself in the expectation thoX 
another day would place the fair culprit at his princely 
mercy His anticipations mingled with the visions of 

his slumber, and he dreamed of wounds 

sacking and firing the castle, and bearing off in his arms 
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the beautiful prize through the midst of fire and smoke. 
In the height of this imaginary turmoil, he awoke, and 
conceived for a few moments that certain sounds which 
rang in his ears were the continuation of those of his 
dream, in that sort of half-consciousness between sleep¬ 
ing and waking, when reality and phantasy meet and 
mingle in dim and confused resemblance. He was, 
however, very soon fully awake to the fact of his guards 
calling on him to arm, which he did in haste, and 
beheld the machine in flames, and a furious conflict 
raging around it. He hurried to the spot, and found 
that his camp had been suddenly assailed from one side 
by a party of foresters, and that the baron's people had 
made a sortie on the other, and that they had killed the 
guards and set fire to the machine before the rest of 
the camp could come to the assistance of their fellows. 

(i) Give a title. 

(ii) Imagine you are Matilda or Robin Hood 
and give your account of the incident in two 
accounts of different length (a) 150 words, (b) 
unlimited. 

(iii) Give simpler words with the same meaning 
for the words in italics. 

(iv) An-ange the story in acting form, taking 
care to bring out the character of Prince John. 


3. Sir John Moore, while earnestly watching the 

result of the fight about the village of Elvina, was 

struck on the left breast by a cannon shot ; the shock 

threw him from his horse with violence ; yet he rose 

agam in a sitting posture, his countenance unchanged 

eye still fixed upon the regiments 

Lfn g T m J 1125 fr0nt ’ n0 Slgh betra yi n g a sensation of 
pain. In a few moments, when he saw the troops were 

iP OUT, i f hls couriten ance brightened, and he 

thf rf* r S , Clf t0 be taken to the rear - Then was seen 
the dreadful nature of his hurt. The shoulder was 
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shattered to pieces, the arm hanging by a piece of skin, 
the ribs over the heart broken, and bared of flesh, the 
muscles of the breast tom into long stripes, interlaced 
by their recoil from the dragging of the shot. As the 
soldiers placed him in a blanket his sword got entangled 
and the hilt entered the wound ; Captain Hardinge, a 
staff officer, attempted to take it off, but the dying man 
stopped him, saying, “ It is as well as it is. I had rather 
it should go out of the field with me ; ” and in that 
manner, so becoming to a soldier, Moore was borne from 
the fight. 

Notwithstanding this great disaster the troops gained 
ground. The reserve overthrowing everything in the 
valley, forced La Houssaye’s dismounted dragoons to 
retire, and thus turning the enemy, approached the 
eminence upon which the great battery was posted. 
On the left Colonel Nicholls, at the head of some com¬ 
panies of the fourteenth, carried Palavis Abaxo, which 
General Fay defended but feebly. In the centre the 
obstinate dispute for Elvina terminated in favour of the 
British, and when the night set in, their line was con¬ 
siderably advanced beyond the original position of the 
morning, while the French were falling back in confusion. 
If Fraser's division had been brought into action along 
with the reserve, the enemy could hardly have escaped 
a signal overthrow ; for the little ammunition Soult 
had been able to bring up was nearly exhausted, the 
river Mero was in full tide behind him, and the difficu 

communication by the bridge of El Burgo was alone 
open for a retreat. On the other hand, to fight in the 
dark was to tempt fortune ; the French were still the 
most numerous, their ground strong, and their disorder 
facilitated the original plan of embarking during th 
night. Hope, upon whom the command had devolved, 
resolved therefore to ship the army, and so complete 
were the arrangements, that no confusion or difficulty 
occurred ; the pickets kindled fires to cover the retreat. 
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and were themselves withdrawn at daybreak to embark 
under the protection of Hill’s brigade, which was in 
position under the ramparts of Coruna. 

(i) Give a title. 

(ii) Arrange a summary in two columns : 

Column 1. Column 2. 

Main Points. Proof and Illustrations. 

(iii) Arrange the main points in a continuous 
narrative. 

(iv) Give the full meaning of the words in italics. 
(More than one word is expected.) 

(v) Invent a dialogue to bring out the opinions 
of the principal officers when they met on the ship. 


4. A traveller passing through a thicket, and seeing 
a few sparks of a fire, which some passengers had 
kindled as they went that way before, made up to it. 
On a sudden the sparks caught hold of a bush in the 
midst of which lay an adder, and set it in flames. The 
adder entreated the traveller’s assistance, who, tying a 
bag to the end of his staff, reached it, and drew him out • 
he then bid him go where he pleased, but never more be 
hurtful to men, since he owed his life to a man’s com¬ 
passion. The adder, however, prepared to sting him 
and when he expostulated how unjust it was to retaliate 
good with evil, ” I should do no more,” said the adder 
than what you men practise every day, whose custom 

dVnJ thw te *u en , efitS Witl ? in g ra titude. If you cannot 

deny this truth, let us refer it to the first we meet ” 

to fffn co " s f nted ’ and - seein S a tree, put the question 

tensed ' If manner * g °° d turn was to be r.com- 
pensea II y OU mean according to the usape of " 

" b / 'I s c ° ntra ^ : 1 h-TLn a. 

th hundred years to protect them from the 

bnmrh 1 ^ SUU A and m requitaJ the y have cut down my 
rr^n h fK- are S° m g to saw my body into planks ” 

Upon this, the adder insulting the mai. he ap^aled 
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to a second evidence, which was granted, and im¬ 
mediately they saw a cow. The same demand was made, 
and much the same answer given, that among men it 
was certainly so. “ I know it,” said the cow, “ by woe¬ 
ful experience ; for I have served a man this long time 
with milk, butter, and cheese, and brought him besides 
a calf every year ; but now I am old, he turns me into 
this pasture with design to sell me to a butcher, who 
will shortly make an end of me.” The traveller upon 
this stood confounded, but desired of courtesy one 
trial more to be judged finally by the next beast they 
should meet. This happened to be the fox, who, upon 
hearing the story in all its circumstances, could not be 
persuaded it was possible for the adder to enter into so 
narrow a bag. The adder, to convince him, went in 
again ; when the fox told the man he had now his 
enemy in his power, and with that he fastened the bag, 
and crushed him to pieces. 

(i) Where would a modem writer start new para¬ 
graphs ? Give a title to each section. 

(ii) There are some places where the writer has 
avoided using the actual words spoken. Find them 
and suggest why. 

(iii) This is an example of a fable. What do we 
mean by “ fable ” ? 

(iv) Suggest a creature that could have spoken 
for, not against, man, and give in full its probable 
answer. 

(v) Retell the story briefly without usmg direct 

Sp€6cht 

(vi) Of the words in italics, " passengers ” is used 
in a different sense from that to-day. Explain this. 

(vii) What words would a modem writer use 
instead of (a) made up to, (ft) retaliate. 

(viii) Give the meaning of the other words in 
italics, and show that " design ” can have a 
meaning different from the one in this passage. 
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5. The knight told me that this very old woman had 
the reputation of a witch all over the country ; that 
her lips were observed to be always in motion ; and 
that there was not a switch about her house which her 
neighbours did not believe had carried her several 
hundreds of miles. If she chanced to stumble, they 
always found sticks or straws that lay in the figure of a 
cross before her. If she made any mistake at church, 
and cried Amen in a wrong place, they never failed 
to conclude that she was saying her prayers backwards. 
There was not a maid in the parish that would take a 
pin of her, though she would offer a bag of money with 
it. She goes by the name of Moll White, and has 
made the country ring with several imaginary exploits 
which are palmed upon her. If the dairy-maid does not 
make her butter come so soon as she would have it, 
Moll White is at the bottom of the chum. If a horse 
sweats in the stable, Moll White has been upon his back. 
If a hare makes an unexpected escape from the hounds, 
the huntsman curses Moll White. “ Nay,” says Sir 
Roger, " I have known the master of the pack, upon 
such an occasion, send one of his servants to see if 
Moll White had been out that morning.” 


(i) Arrange these titles in order of merit : 

Moll White, False Accusations, The Imaginary 
Exploits of an old Woman, Blame the Witch 
for everything, How an old Woman came to be 
thought a Witch. 

(ii) Arrange the accusations against Moll White 
under two groupings : (1) Things that any old 
woman might do, (2) Misfortunes. 

(iii) Describe an interview with Moll White in 
w hich s he begins her defence, " No matter what I 

(iv) Arrange a mock trial of Moll White, with as 
many people as possible to give evidence. Sug- 
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gest someone living at that time [1711] who might 
have defended her. 

(v) Give the exact meaning of the words in 
italics, and show how they betray the writer’s own 
opinion. 

6 . “ An advertisement is always working,” the posters 
proclaim. That is evident—it was working when I saw 
the poster, not taking a nap or having lunch in the 
cafe. One is reminded of the old stories of the search 
for perpetual motion, for here is a robot, a worker with¬ 
out clockwork, who continues to work without ceasing, 
until the elements have washed the colours from his 
cheeks and he is pale as a ghost. Yet what no one seems 
to think is a question of great importance—” Is it 
working good or evil ? ” The manufacturer answers, 
** Good—for it makes people ask for Snowsheet Soap 
instead of that inferior soap my rivals sell.” So the 
shopkeeper—“ Good—it makes people know what they 
want and tells me what to stock.” What benefits the 
angler is not likely to benefit the fish, and one wonders 
if the interests of seller and buyer are identical. Would 
John Smith really suffer if he bought Blackboy Soap 
instead of Snowsheet ? Is it really beneficial that the 
dictatorial poster should pound away at his brain, 
“ Buy this,” “ Insist on that,” ” Ask for the other,” 
until the poor fellow finds it difficult to think for him¬ 
self ? ” You are saying hard things about a free enter¬ 
tainment,” grumbles the posterman. " Just think of 
a free art gallery, open at all times, always cheerful 
and brightening a dull existence.” I refuse to be 
sidetracked by this red herring drawn across the trail. 
If my previous questions make truthful answers diffi¬ 
cult, I must not expect one to this—” Who pays for 
the free art gallery ? ” 

(i) Suggest a short title. 

(ii) How does the writer suggest that advertise- 
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ments may not benefit the public without actually 
saying so ? 

(iii) Why does the writer refer to the idea of 
posters providing a free art gallery as " this red 
herring drawn across the trail,” and what is the 
meaning of the phrase ? 

(iv) Expand these comparisons : 

{a) A poster is [like] a robot-. 

(6) The advertiser is like an angler- 

(c) A faded poster is [like] a ghost-. 


(v) Write a paragraph on " It pays to adver¬ 
tise,” or “ Fools ask questions which wise men can¬ 
not answer.” 

(vi) Examine the words in italics and say exactly 
what they seem to mean. 

(vii) ” Beneficial ” must be connected with 
" benefit.” With what words are " dictatorial ” 
and ” identical ” connected ? What does the 
ending " -al ” or " -ial ” seem to mean? 


Something to write about 

Stories 

Medal A deed that W ° D the R ° yal Humane Society's 

2. A deed that won Lloyd’s Medal for savin* life 

at sea. b c 

3. The touchy dwarf. 

4. The man who took charge. 

5. A novel excuse. 

6. An impostor's one mistake. 

7. How he earned his nickname. 

8. A forest adventure. 

9. All in a night. 

10. “ The prison from which no one can escape." 
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Invention and Fancy 

1. A ride on a comet. 

2. The Mad Inventor and his wonderful inventions. 

3. A trip by rocket plane. 

4. Adventures on Mars. 

5. An Ancient Briton comes to Life in 1936. 

6. An adventure with a hero of a book. 

7. You go to sleep and wake up in 1636 or 1836. 

8. The pills that make one invisible for thirty 

minutes. 

9. The device that rescues conversations of long ago 

10. The Cloud Controller. 

Description 

1. An old house. 

2. The river in flood. 

3. A sudden change in the weather. 

4. The motor car five years hence. 

5. Tilings seen in the sky. 

6. The second-hand stall in the market. 

7. How the pantomime queue were entertained. 

8. The town or village in which you would like to 

live. 

9. The noisiest spot I know. 

10. The man who had been everywhere. 

Ideas 


1 Why you like pantomimes. 

2. Advantages of television. 

3. How to cure litter fiends. 

4 The fun you can get from a Meccano set. 

5. ' The pie Jure of playing cricket or ternus or foot 

ball. 

6. Keeping fit. 

7. How practice makes perfect. 

8. Keeping cool in summer. , 

9. The best method of heating the home 

10. Why every boy should carry a pen km . 

ici^ 



